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| I have a little money at intereft; I with for no 


i _ clafs, many of them not being fos fortunate as Es toe ( i 


fe peter. Zp. 


Beloved Countrymen, 0 el 


a, 


| 47 AM a Farmer fettled after a variety of fore yl lg 

tunes, near the banks of the river Delaware, fi 3 
dn the province of Pennfylvania. I received a libe- : ys ik 
ral education and have been engaged in the buly 
! ¢eenes of life: but am now convinced, that aman 
| may be as happy without buftle as with it, My 
| farm is fmall; my fervants are few, and gbod; 


more ; my employment in my own affairs is ealy; 
hee hay , rie Ss 4 e ; y 
and with a contented grateful mind, | am com- 


| | pleting the number of days alloted to me by divine oe 
I ' goodnels. ae iN me 7 eR Se ; 
| ~ Being mafter of my time, I fpend a_ good deal. 
| oftit ina library, which I think the mof valua- 4 


§ ble part of my imall eftate : and being acquainted 
# with two or three gentlemen of abilities and learn- 


"| Gang, who honour me with their friendfiip, 1 be- & 


ants es Re dae S Baw ee 88 hg ee Pe Ae ad te fg 
lieve, I have acquired a greater thare of knowledge ne 


i ae PORE 9 A RM ae Piso oat ca Se PN ee ah ieee rs ue ; 
J “in hiftory, and the laws and cOniticutigm Grays. = 4 


' country, than is generally attained by men Of my i . 


have been in the opportunities of getting infor- 
From, infancy 1 was taught to love humanity _ ea 
“and liberty. Inquiry and experience have fince a 
confirmed my reverence for the leflons then given ca) ie 
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_ fome late tranfactions, that in my opinion are of 


that little notice has been taken of an act of par- 


New-York. 


a former aét of parliament, requiring certain pro- — 


hI 


- : 
et 


“me, by convincing me more fully of their truth 
and excellence. Benevolence towards mankind|| 
excites withes for their welfare, and fuch -wifhes}j 
endear the means of fulfilling them. Thofe can! 
be found in liberty alone, and therefore her fa-|| 
cred caufe ought to be efpoufed by every man, on 4 
‘every occafion, to the utmoft of his power. As a 
charitable but poor perfon does not withhold his |; 
mite, becaufe he cannot relieve a// the diftrefles of | 

the miferable, fo let notany honeft man fupprefs |; 
his fentiments concerning freedom, however {mall |, 
their influence is likely to be, Perhaps he may (a) i 
“‘ touch fome wheel” that will have an effeé great: || 
erthanhe expects, ee r. |, 
_Thefe being my fentiments, I am encouraged to- 

offer to you, my countrymen, my thoughts on. 


the utmoft importance to you. Confcious of my 
defects, I have waited fome time in expectation 
af feeing the fubject treated by perfons much bet-- i 
ter qualified for the tafk; but being therein dif- i 
appointed, and apprehenfive that longer deleys 
will be injurious, ‘Iventure at length to requeft | 
the attention of the publick, praying only for one — 
thing,———that is, that thefe lines may be read with 
the fame zeal for the happinefs of Britith Ameri- 
ca, with which they were wrote. : 


‘With a good deal of furprife I have obferved 


; 
i 
; ee e e . . ey r RAS Ue ee 
liament, as injurious in its principle to the liber-— , 
ties of thefe colonies as the Stamp-A& was: 1 ! 
mean the act for fufpending the legiflation of | 


_ The affembly of that government complied witht 


| mark of t 


vifions to be made for the troops in America, i 
every particular I think except the articles of falt, 


pepper and vinegar, In my opinion they acted im- 
prudently confidering ‘all circumftances in not 
complying fo far as would give fatisfadtion, as {fe- 


‘that I cannot plainly perceive, that they have becn 
Pp YP nat tacy Cr 


/puni ed in a manner pernicious to American 
freedom, and juftly alarming to all the colonies, . 


If the Britith parliament has a legal authority 
to order, that we fhall furnifh 2 fingle article. for 


order ; they haye the fame right ‘to order us to 


fapply thofe troops with arms, clothes, .and every 
neceflary, and to compel obedience to ihat a 


| 
| 3% T ap ae eee < pee! : . EV re 

bo alfo.; in fhort, to lay any burdens they pleafe 
itain fum, and leaving to us only the manner of 
fraifing it? How is this mode more tolerable than 


upon us.. What: Is this but faxing us at a cer- 


‘the -Stamp-4@? Would that act have appeared 


more + pleafing t . Americans if being ordered. 


thereby to raife ‘the fum total of the taxes, the 
mighty privilege had been left to them, of fay- 


plying) 


weral colonies did: But my diflike of their conduct 
in that inftance, has not blinded me fo much, 


the troops here, and to compel obedience to that | 


& 
7 


<p ‘New-York either had, or had not a right to refufe:. 
, _ ‘fubmiffion to that a&. If they had, and I ima- i 
| gineno American will fay, they had not, then the | 


_ parliament had no rigAt to compel them to exe- — 
“cute it. If they had not that right, they had no 
‘< vight to punifh them for not executing it; and — 

8 ‘therefore had no right to fufpend their legiflation, | 

aA. - which isa punifhment. In fat if the people of | 

a” -New-York cannot be legally taxed but by their | 


i own reprefentatives, they cannot be legally depriv- 
a _ ed of the privilege of making laws only for in- | 
J ¢ e ‘fifting on that exclufive privilege of taxation. | 
| \ If they may be legally deprived in fuch a cafe ofthe © 
j ‘ : privilege of making laws, why may they notwith — 
. F equal reafon be deprived of every other privilege? | 
ee Or why may notevery colony be treated in the fame 
a _ manner, when any of them fhall dare todeny their 
1 _ -affent to any impofitions that fhall be directed? Or | 
Ae "what fignifics the ‘repeal of the Stamp-4@, if thefe _ 
ee colonics are to lofe their other privileges, by not — 
3 tamely furrendering that of taxation ? ‘1 
ee ae There is one confideration arifing from this fuf- 
Br a penfion which is not generally attended to, but _ 
a fhews its importance very clearly, It was not ne- — 
Bh geffary, that this fufpenfion - fhould be -caufed by 
ee an aét of parliament. ‘The crown might have re- | 
[ ftrained the governor of New-York, even from | 
calling the affembly together, by its prerogative in 
he royal governments. This ftep I fuppofe would | 
; have been taken, if the conduct of the affembly of | 
ea New-York had been regarded as an act of difobe- — 
me  dience tothe crown alone: Butit is regarded as an © 
ie acto ‘* difobedience to the authority of the Bri- — 
as 48 tif legifiature.? This gives the fafpenfion acon- — 


| 
| 


- fequence vaftly more affecting. It is a parliamen~ | 
tary affertion of fupreme authority of the Britifh le- 
| giflature over thefe colonics in the poiaé of taxati~ | 


(7) 
0m; and is intended to compel New-York unte & 
fubmiffion to that authority, It feems therefore 
to me as much a violation of the liberty of the peo- 
ple of that province, and confequently to all thefe : 
colonies, as if the parliament had fent a number of 
regiments to be quartered upon them, till they 
fhould comply. For it is evident that the fufpen- 
fion is meant as a compulfion; and the methcd of 
compelling it is totally indifferent. It is indeed 
probable, that the fight of red coats, and the 
beating of drums would have been moft alarm- 
ing, becanufe people are generally more influen- 
ced by their eyes and ears than by their reafon: 
But whoever ferioufly confiders the matter, muit 
perceive that a dreadful ftroke is aimed ar the 
liberty of thefe colonics. I fay of thefe colonies: 
For the caufe of one is the caufe of all. Ifthe 
parliament may lawfully deprive New-York of 
any of its rights, it may deprive any, or all the 
other colonics pf their rights ; and nothing cap 
poflibly fo. much encourage fuch attempts, as 
4 mutual inattention to the intereft of cach 
‘other. To divide and thus to defiroy, is the firft 
political maxim in attacking thofe who are pow- 
erful by their union. He certainly is nota wife 
man, who folds his arms and repofeth him{elf 
| at home, feeing with unconcern the flames that 
have invaded his neighbour’s houfe, without any 
endéavours to extinguith them, When Mr. Hamp- 
den’s fhip-money caufe, for three fhillings and 
four-pence, was tried, all the people of En gland 
with anxious expedtation, interefted themfelves 
an the important decifion; and when the flight- 
eft point touching the freedom of a fingle co- 
| “Tony is agitated, I earneftly with,. that all the 
eft may with equal ardour fuppost their fitter, 


see he 


aon, ee se 7 
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(8) 


sexy much may be, faid on shia fibieOhobutt 
hope more at prefent is. unneceflarys, , heuy tes! 

With concern I have obferved that two affem- 
blies of this: province have fat and adjourned, 
ine without, taking any notice of this act. It may 
i perhaps beat ed, what would have, been proper 
for them to do ? Tam. by, no means fond. of, ine 
“flammatory. meafures. 1 deteft, them... 1, fhould 
be forry that.any. thing fhould be. done which 
might, juftly difpleafe our fovereign or our mo- 
‘ther-country, . But a firm, modelt. exertion of 
a free, fpirit fhould never be wanting on pub- 
licy occafigns. . tk, appears FO me that it would 
shave. been, fugicient jfor the aflembly, to, have 


ordered, our. agents, to -reprefent to. the King’s 


“minitters, their. fenfe of the fufpending act, and ~ 


borne our teftimony againft it; and might there- 
fore. reafonably, expect that on 2 like occafion, \ 
: ‘we might receive the, fame affiftance from the o~ 
a ther colonies. t sane sive Jouce 5 yi tee 
Pe hala Concordia.res parve crefeunt.” 
Dh get ky Alege ht _ A FARMER, 


ine 


rae 


ok + br cane 4O 
"4 ) igs as hak Re an 
4p roms ey iter eee? + = 
i wa Poa Rene tee’ ree hie vad hel ee 2 
oh i pee +s: another att of parliament, which 
Bes ‘, £ » appears.to me to be unconftitutional, and as 
jaa ideftrudtive to the liberty of .thefe colonies, as 


) ae 3 “that mentioned in my jaft letter; that is, the 
. act “granting, duties on paper and glafs, Ge. 
The parliament unqueftionably. poflefles a legal 


guthority ‘to. regulate: the trade of Great-Britains 
, wcdh > REET TOT Ge BE deta tues Boe Gy 
e ¥ A oe iy ;" 


(é ) Small things grow great by ‘concord—-— 


to. pray, for its repeal. Thus we fhould have — 7 | 


bis aS ee 


and all her colonies. Such an authority is 
effential to the relation between a mother-coun- 
try and her colonies, and neceflary for the com- 
mon good of all, He who confiders thefe pro- 
vinces, as ftates diftinét from the Britifh em- 
pire, has very flender notions of suffice or of 
their interefis. We are but parts of a whole, 
and therefore there muft exift a power fome- 
where, to prefide, and preferve the connection 
in due order. This power is lodged in the par- 
liament; and we are as much dependant on 
| Great-Britain, as a he Gow free people can be 
| on_another, 

| I have looked over every ftatute relating to thefe 
colonies; from their firft fettlement to this time; 
and J find every one of them founded on this prin- 
| ciple till the dd -ait adminiftration. (a) Allbe- 
| - fore, 


poe RL = 


re For the fatisfaction of the reader, recitals from 
former acts of parliament relating to thefe colonies 
are added. By comparing thefe with the modern aéts, 


} he will perceive their great difference, in expreffion. 


and intention. 

The 12th Charles I/, chap. 18, which ee the 
foundation of the laws relating to our. trade, by en- 
acting that certain produdtions of the colonies hall 
be carried to England only, and that no goods fhall 
e imported from the plantations but in fhips belong- 
ig to England, Ireland, Wales, Berwick, or the 

- Plantations, &c. begins thus. ‘ For the increafe of 
Shipping and encouragement of the navigation of this 

nation, wherein under the good providence and pro- 
_ teétion of GOD, the wealth, /z/ety and ftrength of this 
| kingdom - is fo much concerned, &c, 
| ‘The rsth Charles I. chap. ath, enforcing the 
fame regulation, afligns thefe reafons for it: ‘“Inre- 

gard his Majelty’s plantations beyond the feas are ini- 
Le habited 


(10) 


fore, are calculated to regulate trade and preferve or 
: Pree promote 


ee 


habited and peopled by his fubjects of this his kingdom 
ot England; for the maintaining a greater corre[pon- 
dence and kindnefi between them, and keeping them 
in a firmer dependance upon it, and rendering them 
yet more beneficial and advantageous unto it in the 
Surther employment and increafe of the Englifh thrp- 
ping and feamen, vent of Englifh woollen and other 
manufactures and commodities, rendering the naviga- 
tion to and from the fame more fafe and cheap, and 
making this kingdom a /faple not only of the commo- 
dities of thofe plantations, but alfo of the commodi- 
ties of other countries and places, for the fupplying of 


a 


them; and it being the w/ape of other nations to keep - 


their plantations trade to themfelves,” dc. 

The 2sth Charles If. chap, 7th, made exprefly 
‘< for the beiter fecuring the plantation trade,” which 
impofes duties on certain commodities exported from. 
one colony to another, mentions this. caufe for impo- 
fing them, ‘* Whereas by one a@ pafled in the 
iath year of your Majefty’s reign, entitled, 4” ad 
Sor the encouragement of /bipping and navigation, and 


by feveral other laws pafled fince that time, it 1s per- 


mitted to fhip, tc. fugars, tobacco, Wc. of the growth 


@&c, of any of your Majelty’s plantationsin America, 
@c. from the places of their growth, &c. to any o 


his Majefty’s plantations, in thofe parts, dc. and that 


avithout paying cuffoms for the fame, either at the 
lading or unlading of the faid commodities, by means - 
- whereof the trade and navigation in thofe commodi- 


ties, from one plantation to another, is greatly in- 


- ereafed: and the inhabitants of divers of thofe colo- 
“nies, not contenting themfelves with being fupplied with 


thofe commodities for their own ufe free from all cul 
toms (while the fubjects of this your kingdom of Ene- 
land, have paid great cuftoms and. impofitions for 


what of them hath been {pent here) but contrary ta < | 


the expre/s letter of the aforesaid laws, have brought 


your Majefty’s cuftoms, and of the trade and naviga- 


perfons ; for remedy whereof, &c, ‘And whereas i in 


ae: 
be tranfported from one plantation to another, for { (dy 


_aforefaid ats madejin the 12th, 22d, and 23d years 


promote a mutually heheh intercourfe ecreen: 
hs the 


pa ee 


ere? oy on ee 


into divers parts of Europe, great quantities thereof, 
and do alfo vend great quantities thereof to the fhip- 
ping of other nations, who bring them into divers 
parts of Europe, to the great hurt and diminution of 


tion of this your kingdom; for the prevention there- 
of,” Ge. 

The 4th and 8th William I/I. chap 22, entitled 
‘* An ad for preventing frauds, and regulating abu- 
fes in the plantation trade,” recites, that ‘* Notwith- 
ftanding, divers, acts, Gc. great abufes are daily com- 
mitted, to the prejudice of the Englifh navigation, and 
the /o/s of great part of the plantation trade, to this 
kingdom, by the artifice and cunning ot ill- difpofed 


rele of his Majefties American plantations, a doubt 
or mifconftruction has arifen upon the before menti- 
oned aéts made in the 25th year of the reign of king | 
Charles II, whereby certain duties are laid upon the 
commodities therein enumerated (which by law may 


“ee 


the fupplying ofeach others wants )as zf the fame were 
by the payment of thofe duties in one plantation, dif- 
charged from giving the fecurities intended by the 


ofthe reign of king Gharles IJ. and confequently be 
at liberty to go to any foreign market in Europe,” &c. f 
The 6th Anne, chap. 37> reciting the ‘* advance- Mey 
oe of trade, Oc. and “encouragement of fhips of a 
war,” Gc, grants tothe captors the property of all a 
Sree egaonied' into America, fubject to fuch cuftoms x 
and duties, Ge. as if the fame had been firft import-- 
ed into any part of Great Britain, and from thence be 
exported, Oc. _ oe 
This was a gift to perfons acting under tyitnifibies ek 
from the srown, and therefore it was s reafonable: pea 
_ the 


_ perience been found u/efu/ and beneficial, &. 


( 12) 


the feveral conftituent parts of the'empire ; and tho’ 
many of them impofed duties on trade, yet thofe 


duties were always impofed with de/ign to reftrain- 


the commerce of one part, that was injurious to 
. another 


the terms prefcribed iz that gift {hall be complied with, 
--more efpecially as the payment of fuch duties was in- 
tended to give-a preference tothe produGtionsofthe Bri- 
tifh colonies, over thofe of other colonies. However, be- 
ing found inconveniext to the colonies, about four years 
atterwards, this a@ was for that reafon, fo far repeal- 
ed, that by another ad «* all prize goods imported in- 
to any part of Great-Britain, from any of the plan- 


tations,” were made liable ‘to fuch duties only in. 


Great-Britain, as in cafe they had been of the growth 
and produce of the plantations.”’ 

The 6th, George I], chap 13, which impofes du- 
ties on foreign rum, fugar and molaffes, imported in- 
to the colonies, fhews the reafon thus——-“* Where- 
as the welfare and profperity of your Majefty’s fugar 
colonies inAmerica are of the greateft confequence and 
importance to the trade navigation and ftrength of this 
kingdom; and whereas the plantersof the faid fugar 
colones, have of late years fallen into /uch great 
‘difcouragements that they are unable to improve or 
carry on the fugar trade upon an equal footing with 
the foreign fugar colonies, without fome advantage and 
relief be given to them from Great-Britain: For reme- 


dy whereof, and for the good and welfare of your -Ma- 


jefty’s fubjedts, &c., 


The 2gth George IJ, chap. 26, and the 1ft George 


4II, chap. 9th, which contains the 6th George Lf, 
chap. 13th, declare, ‘* that the faid ad hath by ex- 


(Thefe are all the moft confiderable ftatutes relatin gto 


“the commerce of the colonies ; and it is thought to 
_ be utterly unneceflary to add any obfervations to thefe 
extracts, to prove that they were intended folely as 


regulations of trade.) —m—— 


. 


res , : eee re oe 
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another, and thus to promote the general 
| welfare. The raifing a revenue thereby was 
never intended. Thus the king by his judges 
in his courts ofjuftice, impofes fines, which altoge~ 
‘ther amount to a very confiderable fum, and con- eae 
tribute to the fupport of government: But this is ran. 
merely a confequence ariling from. reftri¢tions fi 
| that only meant to keep peace, and prevent confu- by H g 
| fion; and furely a man would argue very loofe- 1 7 


| ly, who fhould conclude from hence, that the 
| king has a right to levy money-in general upon his a 
| fubjects. Never did the Britifh parliament, gill the i) ie 
| period above-mentioned, think of impofing duties . &s 
in America for the purpofe of raifing a revenue. Mr. ae 
Grenville’s fagacity firft introduced this language, 
| in the preamble to the fourth of George UI. chap. 
| rth, which has thefe words,—* And whereas 
| it is juft and neceflary, that a revenue be raifed in 
| your Majefty’s faid dominions in America, for defray- 
ring the expences of defending, protecting and fecu~ 
ing the fame : We your Majefty’s moft dutiful and 
loyal fubjects the commons of Great-Britain, in pat- 
liament affembled, being defirous to make fome 
provifion in this prefent feflion of parliament, zo- 
| ‘quards raifing the faid revenue im America, have re- 
folved to give and grant unto your Majefty the fe-  - 
1 veral rates and duties herein after mentioned,” &c.  -£& 
"A few months after came the Stamp-act, which && 
reciting this, proceeds in the fame ftrangemode i. 
_ ofexpreffion, thus—“ And whereas it is jeft and ne- 7 Fy 
ceflary, that provifion be made for raifing a further 
revenue within your Maze/ty’s dominions in Ameri- 
ga towards defraying the faid expences, we your 
— Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal fubjects, Zhe come 
‘moni of Great-Britain, Oc. Give and grant,’ @e. . 
} as before. 


The laft act 


granting duties upon paper, ce. 
v3 Be  -Gare- 


Ca . a * 


Leidg 


carefully purfues thefe modern precedents. The 
preamble is, ‘“‘ Whereas it is expedient that a 


revenue fhould be raifed in your Majefty’s dominions 


in America, for making a more certain and adequate 
provifion for defraying the charge of the adminiftration 


of jujiice, and the fupport of civil government in fuch — 
provinces, where it {hall be found neceffary ; and to~ 


wards the further defraying the expences of defend- 
ing, protecting and fecuring the faid dominions, we 


your Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal fubjeéts the 


commons of Great-Britain, &c. give and grant, @c.” 
as before. Here we mayobferve an authority expre/ly 
claimed and exerted, to impofe duties on thefe colo- 
nies ; not forthe regulation of trade, not for the pre- 

ervation or promotion ofa mutually beneficial inter- 
courfe between the feveral conftituent parts of the 


empire, heretofore the /ole objects of parliamentary 
inftitutions ; but for the fingle purpofe of levying 
money upon us. 


» Phis I call an innovation (4), and a moft dan- 


-gerous innovation. It may perhaps be objected, 


that Great-Britain has a right to lay what duties 
the pleafes upon her exports (c), and it makes no 
ay, a es _ difference 


(b) “ Itis worthy obfervation how. quietly fubfi- 


dies granted in forms u/wal and accuffomable (though 


heavy) are borne ; duch a power hath ufe and cuf- 
tom ; on the other fide, what difcontentments, and 


dilturbances fubfidies framed ina new mould do raife 


(fuch an inbred hatred novelty doth hatch) is evident 
by examples of former times,” Lord Coke’s 2 Inftitute, 
P33. Che ; 

(c) Some people, whofe minds feem incapable of 
uniting two ideas, think that Great-Britain has 
the fame right to impofe duties on the exports to thefe 


colonies as on the Exportsto Spain and Portugal, &c. 
rta- a) 
tion” 


Such Perfons attend fo much-to the idea of expo 


¢ 


\ 


difference to us whether they are paid here or there. 
To this I,anfwer—Thefe colonies require many 
things for their ufe, which the laws of Great-Bri- 
tain, prohibit them from getting any where but 


| from her. Such are paper and glafs. 


. That we may legally be bound to pay any gene- 
ral duties on thefe commodities, relative to the 


| regulation of trade, is granted; but we being - 
* ébliged by her laws to take them from Great-Bri- 


tain, any /pecial duties impofed on their exporta- 
‘tion to us only, with intention to raife a revenue from 
us only, areas much faxes upon us as thofe im- 
pofed-by the Stamp-ati. 2 ps e 7 
What is the difference in /ujfance and right, 


' whether the fame fum is raifed upon us by the rates 


mentioned in the Stamp-aé? on the wfe of pa 
per, or by thefe duties on the importation of it? It 


is nothing but the edition of a former book, with 


a new title page. 
Suppofe the duties were made payable in Great- 
Britain? | ee 
It fignifies nothing to us whether they are to be 
paid here or there. Had the Stamp-ati directed, 
that all the paper fhould be landed at Florida, and 
_ the duties paid there before it was brought to the 
Britifb, colonies, would the aét have raited lefs mo- 
ney upon us, or have been lefs deftructive of our 


ep ey > 
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tion, that they entirely drop that ef the connection. 
between the mother country and her colonies. 

“Tf Great-Britain had always claimed and exercifed 
an authority to compel Spain and Portugal toimport 
manufa@ures from her only, the cafes would be 
parallel: But as fhe has never pretended to fuch 


: | aright, they are at liberty to get them where they 
. pleafe ; and if they choofe to take them from her, ra- 


‘ther than from other nations, they voluntarily con- 
{ent to pay the duties impofed on them. 


duties now impofed. 


( 16) 


‘rights? By no means: For as we were under a 


under a necefity of paying the duties. Thus in 
the prefent cafe, a like necefity will fubje&t us, if 
this act continues in force, to the payment of the 


Why was the Stamp-aé? then fo pernicious to free- 


dom? It did not enact that every man in the co-~ 


lonies /bould buy a certain quantity of paper 
No! It only directed, that no inftrument of wri- 
ting fhould be valid in law, if not made on ftampt 
paper, de. : 


necefity of ufing the paper we fhould have been | 


The makers of that act knew full well, that the | 


confufions that would arife upon the difufe of wri- 


tings would compel the colonies to ufe the ftampt- 


paper, and therefore to pay the taxes impofed. 


For this reafon the Stamp-aét was faid to be a law 
that would execute itfelf. For the very fame reafon, 


oe 


the laft a& of parliament, if it is granted to have 


any force here, will execute it/elf,” and will be at- 


tended with the very fame confequences to dmeri- 


can liberty. ae ee . 

Some perfons perhaps may fay, that this act lays us 
under no neceflity to pay the Duties impofed, be- 
caufe we may ourfelves manufacture the articles 
on which they are laid———-whereas by the Stamp- 


- aéi no inftrument of writing could be good, unlefs 


made on Britith paper, and that too ftampt. | 


= 


= 
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Such:an objection amountsto nomore than this; 
that the injury refulting to thefe colonies, from — 


the total difufe of Britifh paper and glafs, will not 


be fo affli€ting as that which would have refulted _ 


from the total difufe of writing among them; for 
by that means even the Stamp-aé? might have been 


eluded. Why then was it uniyerfally detefted by 


them as flavery itfelf ? Becaufe it prefented to thefe 
devoted provinces nothing buta choice of calami- 
ties, embitter*d by indignities, each of which it was 

: ¥ « ¥n- 
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‘unworthy of freemen to bear. But is no injury a vio- 
fation of right but the greateft injury ? If the eluding 
‘the payment ofthe taxes impofed by the Stamp-att 
would have fubjected us to amore dreadful inconve- 
nience,than the cluding the payment of thofeimpofed: 
by thelate aét, doesit therefore follow that the lait is 
no violation of our rights, though it is calculated 
for the fame purpofe the other was, that is fo rai/e 
“money upon us without our confent? 

This would be making right to confift not in an 
exemption from injury , but from a certain de- 
gree of injury. ve 


-” But the objectors may further fay, that ee fhalk 


fuffer no injury at all by the difufeof Briti/b pa- 


per and glafs. We might not if we could make 


as much as we want. But can any man acquaint- 


ed with America, believe this poffible ? I am told 
there are but two or three Gla/s-Hou/es on this 
continent, and but very few Paper-Mills ; and fup- 
_ pofe more fhould be erected, a long courfe of years 
-muft elapfe, before they can be brought to per- 


feétion. This continent is a country of planters, 


‘farmers, and fifhermen; not of manufactures, 
The difficulty of eftablithing particular manufac- 


tures in fuch a country is almoft infuperable. For 


one manufacture is connected with others in fuch 


4 manner, that it may be faid to be impoffible to 
eftablifh one or two without eftablifhing feveral o- 


i 


vince us of this truth. 

evading the late acts, by the difufe of Briti/b paper 
‘and glafs. Nor will this be the extent of our mif-. 
‘fortune, if we admit the legality of that act. , 


jron and fteel in thefe eolonies, without any objec- 


"tion being made to her right of doing it. ‘The 
- Ike right dhe muit have to prohibit any other ma- 


aufadture. 


thers. The experience of many nations may con~ _ 


- Inexpreffible therefore muft be our diftreffes in : 


e 


Great-Britain has prohibited the manufacturing - | 


( 18 ) 
nufacture among us. Thus fheis poffeffed of an una 
difputed precedent on that point. This authority} 
fhe will fay, is founded on the original intention of 
_ fettling thefe colonies; that is that fhe fhould may 
-nufacture for themand that they fhould fupply her) 
with materials, ‘The eguity of this policy, fhe will 
-alfo fay, has been univerfally acknowledged by the’ | 
colonies, who never have made the leaft objection) | 
to ftatutes for that purpofe ; and will further appear’| 
by the mutual benefits flowing from this ufage, ever || 
fince the fettlement of thefe colonies, = = 
_ Our. great advocate, Mr, Pitt in his fpeeches or 
the debate concerning the repeal of the Stamp-a. 
acknowledged that Great-Britain could reftraino 
manufactures, His words are thefe——‘* Th 
_ kingdom, ‘as the fupieme governing and legiflative © 
power, has a/ways bound the colonies by her regu- { 
dations and refriéfions in trade, in navigation, in ma- | 
nufactures in every thing except that of taking | 
their money out of their pockets, without their con-"| 
fent.”’ Again he fays, ‘* We may bind their trade, 
confine their manufactures, and exercife every pow- | 
ex whatever except that of taking their money out of ¥ 
their pockets without their confent. aa 
_ _ Here then, my dear countrymen, roufe your- | 
_ felves and behold the ruin hanging over. your 
heads, If you ONCE admit that .Great-Britaia | 
saay lay duties upon her exportations to us for the | 
Purpye of levying money on us only, the then will | 
have nothing to do but-to lay thofe duties on the || 
articles which {he prohibits us ‘to manufa@ture—_ 
and the tragedy of American liberty is finifhed. We | 
have been prohibited from procuring manufac | 
tures, in all cafes, any where but from Great-Bri- | 
‘tain (excepting linens which we are permitted to 
import directly from Jre/and.) We have been*pro- 
hibited, in fome cafes from manufacturing for ours, 7 
delves; and may be prohibited in others, Weare | 
3 therefore 
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‘agit d) The peafants of France wear wooden fhoes 5 


| (19 ) ; 
therefore exattly in the fituation of a city befieged, 


which is furrounded by the works of the befiegers 
in every part but one. If that is clofed up, no ftep 


can be taken, but to furrender at difcretion. U 


Great- Britain can order us to come to her for the ne- 
ceflaries we want, and can order us to pay what 


| taxes fhe pleafes before we take them away, or 


when we land them here, we are as abject flaves 


| as France and Poland can fhew in wooden fhoes, 


-and with uncombed hair. (d) , 
~ Perhaps the nature of the neceffities of dependant 


/ tates, caufed by the policy of a governing one, 
for her own benefit, may be elucidated by a fact 
i mentioned in hiftory. When the Carthaginians 


were pofleffed of the ifland of Sardinia, they made 
a decree that the Sardinians fhould not raile corn 
nor get it any other way than from the Carthagini- 
ans. ‘Then by impofing any duties they would up- 
on it, they drained from the miferable Sardinians 
- any fums they pleafed; and whenever that mifera- 
_ ble'and opprefied people made the leaft movement 


1 to affert their liberty, their tyrants fiarved them to 


death or fabmiffion. This may be called the moft 
perfeé kind of political necedlity. : 


From what has been faid I think this uncontro- 
vertable conclufion may be dedueed, that when a 
ruling ftate obliges a dependant ftate to take cer- 
‘tain commodities from her alone, itis implied in 


the nature of that obligation ; is effentially requi- © 


fite to give it the leaft degree of juftice ; and is in- 


| feparably united with itin order to preferve any | 
” fhare of freedom to the dependant ftate; that thofe 
| commodities fhould never be loaded with duties, for 


the fole purpofe of levying money on the dependant 
frate. . : aes Upon 


. ese = 


and the vaflals of Po/and are remarkable for matted 
hair, which never can be combed, - 


(20) 


Upon the whole the fingle queftion is whether 
the parliament can legally impofe duties to be paid 
by the people of thefe colonies only, for the fole pur- 
pofe of raifing a revenue, on commodities which fhe 
obliges us to take from her alone; or in othet words, 
whether the parliament can legally take money out — 
of our pockets without our confent. If they can, 
eur boafted tiberty is but : , : 
Vox et pretera nihil. $ 
4. found, and nothing elfe. Pe en. 
A FARMER 


LETTER i. 


’ REJOICE to find that my two former lettexs _ 
to you, have been generally received with fo. ” 
much favour by fuch of you, whofe fentiments, I 
have had an opportunity of knowing, Could you 
look into my heart, you would inftantly perceive 
an ardent affection for your perfons, a zealous at- 
tachment to your interefts, a lively refentment ef 
every infult andinjury offered to your honour or 
happinefs, and an inflexible refolution to affert 
your rights, to the utmoft of my weak power, to 
be the only metives that have engaged me to ad- 
dreisivou.) i. ye . 
I am no-further concerned in any thing affect. 
ing America than any one of you; and when liber- 
ty leaves it, T can quit it much more conveniently 
than moft of you : But while Divine Providence, - 
that gave me exiftence in a land of freedom, per- 
mits my head to think, my lips to fpeak, and my 
hand to move, I fhall fo highly and gratefully va- 
jue the blefling received, as to take care, that my 
filence and inactivity fhall not give my implied affent 
to any act, degrading my brethern and myfelf from 
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the birthright wherewith heaven itfelf hath made 
us free.” (a) 


Sorry Iam to learn that there are fome few per- 


fons who fhake their heads with folemn motion, 


and pretend to wonder what can be the meaning of 
thefe letters. ‘* Great-Britain,” they fay, ‘ is 
too powerful to contend with; fhe is determined 
to opprefs us; it is in vain to fpeak of right on 


one fide, when there is power on the other ; when 


we are ftrong enough to refift, we fhall attempt it ; 
but now we are not ftrong enough, and therefore 


we had better be quiet ; it fignifies nothing to con- 


vince us that our rights are invaded, when we can- 
not defend them; and if we fhould get into ri- 
ots and tumults, about the late act, it will only 
draw down their heavier difpleafure upon us.” 
What can fuch men defign? What do their 
grave obfervations amount to, but this———‘* that 
fhefe colonies, totally regardlefs of. their li- 
berties, fhould commit them with humble refig- 


‘nation, to chance, time, and the tender mercies 


minifters?” | 

_ Arethefe men ignorant, that ufurpations, which 
might have been, fuccefsfully oppofed, at firft, ac- 
quire ftrength by continuance, and thus become 
irrefiftable ? Do they condemn the conduct of thefe 
colonies concerning the Stamp-Aét ? Or have they 


forgot its fuccefsful iffue? Ought the Colonies at" 
that time, inftead of acting as they did, to have 


trufted for relief to the fortuitous events of futuri- 
ty? Ifitis needlefs ‘ to {peak of rights’? now, it 
it was as needlefs then. If the behaviour of the 


colonies was prudent and glorious thea, and fuc- 


cefsful too; it will be equally prudent and glorious 
to act in the fame manner now, if our rights are 


equally invaded, and may be as fuccefsful.. ‘There- 
abe : | fore 


(«) Gat. vet. 


| 
fore it becomes neceflary to enquire, whether [| 


[a2 )). 


“ our rights ave invaded.” ‘To talk of “‘ defend- 


ing” them, as if they could beno otherwife ‘‘ de- , 
fended” than by arms, is. as much out of the way, 1 
as ifa man having a choice of feveral roads to reach 
his journey’s end, fhould prefer the worft, for no 
ether reafon; but becaufe itis the worft. 
Ais to “ riots and tumults,” the gentlemen who | 
are fo apprehenfive of them, are much miftaken, 
if they think that grievances cannot be redrefled | 
without fuch affiftance, ih ‘ 
I will now tell the gentlemen, what is “‘ the mean- | 
“ing of thefe letters.” ~The meaning of them is to | 
convince the people of thefe colonies, thatthey are at — 
this moment expofed tothe moftimminent dangers; | 
and to-perfuade them immediately, vigoroufly, and | 
‘unanimoufly, to exert themfelves in the moftfirm, | 
‘but moft peaceable manner, for obtaining relief. > 
The caufe of liberty is a caufe of too much dig- | 
‘nity, to be fullied by turbulence and tumult. It | 
ought to be maintained im a manner fuitable to her | 
nature, ‘Phofe who engage in it fhould breathe | 
a fedate yet fervent {pirit, animating them to a¢ti- 
ons of prudence, ju tice, modefty, bravery, hu- 


| 
i 
| 
| 


4 
manity and magnanimity. — ne 
To fuch a wonderful degree were the ancient” ) 
Spartans, as brave and free a people as ever exift- | 
-€d, infpired by this happy temperature of foul, ) 
that rejecting even in their battles the ufe of trum- 
pets, and other inftruments for exciting heat and © | 
rage,.they marched up to fcenes of havock and : 
| 

f 


horror, (6) with the found of flutes, to the tunes 

of which their fteps kept pace———‘‘ exhibiting,” 
as Plutarch fays, at once a terrible and delightful 
fight, and proceeding with a deliberate valour 


erall 


Mi 4 
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. (6) Plutarch 7a the life of Lycurgus, Archbifhop 
Potter’s Archaologia Graca. | * 
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| fall of hope and good affurance, as if fome divini- 
ty had fenfibly aflifted them. : 

| .I[hope, my dear countrymen, that you will, in 
every colony, be upon your guard againit thofe 
-who'may at any timé endeavour to ftir you up, 
under pretence of patriotifm, or any meafures, dif- 
refpecétful to our Sovereign, or to our mother coun- 


j try. Hot, rath, diforderly proceedings, injure the 
reputation of a people, as to wifdom, valour and 


‘virtue, without procuring them the leaft benefit. 


I pray GOD that he may be pleafed to infpire 
you and your pofterity, to the lateft ages, with 


that fpirit of which I have an idea, but find a dif- 


ficulty to exprefs. To exprefs it inthe beft man- 
ner [can, I mean a fpirit that fhall fo guide you, 
that it will be impoffible to determine whether an 


| American’s character is moft diftinguifhable, for 
his loyalty to his Sovereign, his duty to his mother 
_country; his love of freedom, or his affection for 
his native foil. . : | 


_ Every government at fome time or other falls 
into wrong meafures. ‘Thefe may proceed from 


and the governed. ‘The miftake may be corre¢ted ; 


the paffion may pafs over. It is the duty of the 
_ governed to endeavour to rectify the miftake, and 


to appeafe the paffion. ‘They have not at firft any 
other right, than to reprefent their grievances, and 
to pray for redrefs, unlefs an emergence is fo 


“prefling, as not to allow time for receiving an an- 


fwer to their applications, which rarely happens, 
If their applications are difregarded then that kind 


_ of oppofition becomes juftifiable, which can be made 


without breaking the laws, or difturbing the pub- 
lick peace. ‘This confifts in the prevention of the 


_oppreffors’ reaping advantage from their oppreffions, 


- and notin their punifhment. For experience may 


coe teach 


miftake or paflion. But every fuch meafure does 
| not diffolve the obligation between the governors 


Ye 


eal 


| ( 24 ) 
teach them, what reafon did not ; and harfla me- 


ed. ‘ 
If at length it becomes undoubted, that an in- 


veterate refolution is formed to anihilate,the liber- 
ties of the governed, the Englifh hiftory affords 
frequent examples of refiftance by force. What par- 
ticular cixcumftances will in any future cafe juftify 
fuch refiftance, can never be afcertained, till they 
happen. Perhaps it may be allowable to fay gene- 


rally, that it never canbe juftifiable, until the people 


are fully convinced, that any further fubmiflion will 
be deftructive to their happinefs._ 

When the appeal is made to the fword, highly 
probable is it, that the punifhment will exceed the 


offence ; and the calamities attending on war out- 
weigh thofe preceding it. Thefe confiderations of 


juftice and prudence, will always have great influ- 
ence with good and wife men, 
To thefe reflections on this fubject, it remains 


to be added, and ought for ever to be remember- | 


ed, that refiftance in the cafe of colonies againft 
their mother country is extremely different from 
the refiftance of a people againft their prince. 

nation may change their king, or race of kings, 
and, retaining their ancient formof government, be 
gainers by changing 


to fourith forthe happinefs of mankind, has found 


a felicity unknown in the reigns of the Stewarts. | 
e are feparated from our mother- 
rm of government fhall we 


But if once w 


country, what new fo ) 
adopt, or where fhall we find another Britain, to 


fupply our lofs? ‘Torn frorn the body, to which we 
are united by religion, 
lation, language aad commerce, 
every vein. 


we muft bleed at 


x : 
Wa ey 


thods cannot be proper tll milder ones have fail- — 


‘Thus Great-Britain, under the - 
iihaftrious houfe of Brunfwick, a houfe that feems - 


liberty, laws, affections, re~. 


- T ‘trath-——the profperity of thefe provinces is 
oe hah founded 
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founded in their dependence on Great-Brifain s 
and when fhe returns to her ‘* old good humour,. 
and her old good nature,” as lord Clarendon ex- 
prefies it, I hope they will always think it their du- 
ty and intereft, as it moft certainly will be, ta 
‘promote her welfare by all the means in their 
power, ne , 
We cannot act with too much caution in our 
difputes. Anger produces anger ; and differences 
that might be accommodated by kind and refpect- 
ful behaviour, may, by imprudence be enlarged 
toincurable rage. In quarrels between countries, 
as well as in thofe between individuals, when they 
have rifen to a certain height, the firft caufe of 
diffenfion is no longer remembered, the minds of 
the parties being wholy engaged in recolleéting and 
refenting the mutual expreffions of their diflike. 
When feuds have reach’d that fatal point, all con- 
fiderations of reafon and equity vanifh ; and a 
blind fury governs, or rather confounds all things. 
‘A people no longer regards their intereft, but the 
gratification of their wrath. ‘Phe fway of the (a) 
Gleons and Clodius’s, the defigningand deteftable 
flatterers of the prevailing paflion, becomes con- 
firmed. Wife and good men in vain oppofe the 
_ ftorm, and may think themfelves fortunate, if, 
in attempting to preferve their ungrateful feliow 
_ citizens, they do not ruin themfelves. Their pru- 
_ dence will be called ba/ene/s; their moderation guilt ; 
_ and if their virtwe does not lead them to deftruéti- 
_ ‘on, as that of many other great and excellent per- 
_ fons has done, they may furvive <0 receive from 
_ their expiring country the mouruful glory of her 
acknowledgment, that their counfels, if regarded 
' wouldhavefavedher,  D “hie 


ela) Cleon was a popular firdsrand of Whew, and 
Clodius of Rome; each of which plunged his country 
into the deepeft calamities, | 


( 26) | 
The conftitutional modes of obtaining relief, are | 
thofe which I would with to fee purfued on the | 
prefent occafion; that is by petitions of our affem- || 
blies, or where they are not permitted to meet, of 
the people, to the powers that can afford us relief. 
We have an excellent prince, in whofe good © 
‘difpofition towards us we may confide. We have 
a generous, fenfible and humane nation, to whom 
we may apply. They may be deceived, They may, ~ 
by artful men, be provoked to anger againit us. 
1 cannot believe they will be cruel or unjuft; or 
that their anger will be implacable. Let us behave 
like dutiful children, who have received unmerit- 
ed blows from a beloved parent. Let us complain 
to our parent; but let our complaint® {peak at the 
fame time the language of afiligion, and venera- 
tion. | ER Ee Srl, aes eg 
If, however, it fhall happen, by an unfortu-_— 
nate courfe of affairs, that our applications to his 
Majefty, and the parliament for redrefs, prove in- | 
effectual, letus then take another flep, by withhold- — 
ing from Grea#-Britain all the advantage fhe has. 
een ufed to receive from,us, Then let ustry  * 
if our ingenuity, induftry, and frugality, will not 


give weight to our remonitrances, ‘Let us all be * 
united with one fpirit, im one caufe. Let. us ine 
~yent let us work let ‘us fave—-rlet us at — | 
the fame time keep up our claim, and inceflantly  ‘ 
repeat our complaints——But above all, let us 
implore the protection of that infinitely good and ' 
? 


gracious being, (d) * by whom kings reign and 
princes decxec juftice. 3 eae | eo, 
Nil defperandum. 
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. Nothing is to be defpaired OR arate Oe. | 
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N objection, I hear has been made againft what 
I offered in my fecond letter, which I would 
| Diels clear up before I proceed. ‘‘. There is,” 
fay thefe abjeétors, « a material difference Beth ga 
the Stamp-aé? and the /ate aéf for laying a duty on 
paper, Gc. that juftifies the conduct of thofe whe 
-oppofed the former, and. yet are willing to fubmit 
to the latter. The duties impofed by the Stamp-aé# 
Were Piternab taxes ; but the prefent are external, 
and therefore ‘the Repeat, may have a right to 

impofe them, 

Yo this I anfwer ih a total denial of the 
power of parliament to lay upon thefe colonies any 
© tax” whatever. 
| ‘This point being fo important to this, and to 
fucceeding BER AUORS, I with to be clearly un- 
derf{tood. 

_.To the word “ tax,” I annex that meaning 
which the conftitution and hiftory of £ ngland re- 
quire to be annexed to it; that is that. it is. 
an impofition om the fubjett, for the fole purpofe 
of levying money. 

} In the early ages of our monar chy, certain fer- 
vices were rendered to the.crown for the general 
good, Phele v were perfonal: (a2) But in procefs — 
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| “(ay It is very worthy of remark, how watchful our 
wife anceftors were, left their fervices {hould be in- 
created beyond what the law allowed. No man was 
Pbound to- go out of the realm to ferve the King. 
{'Therefore, even in the conquering reign of Henry the 
12/74, when the martial {pirit of the nation was high- 
y enflamed by the heroic courage of their Prince, and 


. his great fuccels, they Mill carefully guarded a- 
gaingk 


i ae ; 


(98) 


ef time, fuch inftitutions being found inconveni- 
ent, gifts and grants of their own property were 
‘made by the people, under the feveral names of ‘| 
zids, tallages, taiks, taxes and fubfidies, vc. ‘Thefe 
were made, as. may be colleéted even, from. the 
names, for public fervice ypon. ‘‘ need and necel- 
: fity.” (6) All thefe fums were laid upon the people 
: by virtue of their voluntary gift. (c) Their defign 

, Pes ; was 


oe eames to Mees 


gaint the eftablifament of illegal fervices. ‘* When 
this point (fays Lord Chief Juftice Coke) concerning 
maintenance of wars out of Exgland, came in quel- 
tion, the commons did make their continual claim of 


i ey their antient freedom and birthright, as in the firft of / 
oooh | Henry the Fifth, and in thefeventh of 7. enry the Fifth, { 


| Q &c. the commons madea P ROTEST, that they were 
: not bound to the maintenance of war in Scotland, 
ireland, Calice, France, Normandy, or other foreign || 
parts, and caufed their PROTESTS to be entered | 
into the parliament rolls, where they yet remain 4 
which, in effect, agreeth with that which, upon like- | 
occafion, was made in the parliament of 25th Edward | 
£2 gd late ps e285 y ess || 
(6) ath Int. p. 28 - bes 4 
—c) Reges Anglia, nihil tale nifi convocatis primis 
ordinibus, et affentiente populo Jufeipiunt. Phil, Co-" 
mines. 6s a se cag We 
- Thefe gifts entirely depending on the pleafure ofthe | 
donors, were proportioned to the feveral ranks of peo- © 
- ple who gave, and were regulated by their opinion , 
of the publick neceflities, ‘Thus Edward I, had in his | 
yith year a thirtieth trom the laicty, a taventieth front | 
the clergy ; in his 22d year a fenth from the Jaiety a 
 fixth from London, and other corporate towns, balf | 
of their benefices fromthe clergy; in‘his 23d year, an, 
eleventh from the barons and others, a tenth from) 
the clergy, and a feventh from the burgefesy ee 


~ 


Humes, Hift. of England. iti ey et 
"The fame difference in the grants ofthe feveral ranks 
is obfervable in other reigns. “ : ue, 


was to fupport the national honour and interef, 
| Some of thofe grants comprehended duties arifing 

from trade ; being impofts on merchandizes, T a | 
| Lord Chief Juttice Coke claffes under ‘ fubfidies,”* 
and ‘* parliamentary aids,” They are alfo called 
“*cuftoms,” But whatever the name was, they were 
_ always confidered as gifts of the people to the crown, 
to be-employed for public ufes, | 
_. Commerce was ata low ebb; and furprifing in- 
_ fances might be produced how little it was attend- 
~ed to for a fucceflion “of ages. ‘The terms that 
have been mentioned, and, among the reft, that 
of ‘* tax,” had obtained a national, parliamen- 
tary meaning.drawn from the: principles of the 
conftitution, long before any Engli/bman thought 
cf regulations of trade; by the impofition of duties. 
y Whenever we fpeak of ‘* taxes” among Engli/b- 
men, let us therefore fpeak of them with reference 
The . ett hs Beg H - to 
Inthe famous ftatute de tallagio non concedendo, 
_ the king enumerates the feveral claffes, without whofe 
_confent, He and his heirs never fhould fet or levy any 
| tax—* nullum.tallagium, vel auxilium per nos, vel 
| heredes noftros in regno noftro ponatur feu levetur, fine 
voluntate et affenfu archiepifcoporum, epifcoporum, 
| comitum, baronum, militum, burgenfium, et aliorum 
liberorum com, de regno noffro.” 34th Edward frft. 
. Lord Chief Juftice Coke, in his comment on thefe 
j words fays—‘* for the quieting of the commons, and 
fora perpetual and conftant law forever after, both 
in this aad other like cafes, this a& was made.” 
© Thefe words are plain, avithout any fcruple, abe 
folute, without any faving.” 2d Coke’s Ink. p. 5325 
$33. Little did the venerable judge imagine, that 
9“ other /ike cafes’? ‘would happen, in which the 
fpiritiof this law would be defpifed by Englifhmen, 
] the pofterity of thofe who made it. , , 
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'-on which they have been eftablifhed. Vhis will 


- fiftent with the principles and fpirit of the Britith 


-'s. (e) To this fenfe Montefquieu ufes the word “tax,” 


to the intentions with which, and the principles | 
i 
i 


give certainty to our expreflion, and-fafety to our } 
conduct: Butif, when-we have in view the liberty of 
thefe colonies, and the influence of taxeslaid without | 
our confent, we proceed in any other courfe, we pur- 
fue a Juno (d) indeed, but thall only catch acloud. | 
In the national, parliamentary fenfe infifted on, _| 
the word “ tax” (e) was certainly underitood by | 
the congrefs at New-York, whole refolves may be: 
faid to form the American “ bill of rights.” 
The third, fourth, fifth, and fixth refolves, 
are thus exprefled. © _ i 
J. “ That it is infeparably effential to the /ree- 
dom of a people, and the undgubted right of En- 
glifomen, that no tax be impofed on them, da? | 
with their own confent, given perfonally, or by | 
their reprefemtatives.”? 2 °° <a 7 
IV. “ That the people of the colonies are not, 
and, from: their local circamftances, cannot be | 
reprefented inthe houfe of commons. in Great- | 
Britain.’ te TAS ae : eee 
- V.. Phat the only reprefentatives of the peo- | 
ple of the colonies, are the perfons chofen therein | 
by themfelves ; and that no taxes ever have been, 
or can be conftitutionally impofed on them, but 
by their refpettivelepifliyares:™ "Fee 
ME, © That all fupplies to the crown, being free 
“gifts of the people, it is unreafonable and incon-_ 


H 


cenftitution, forthe people of ‘Great-Britain to- 
grant to his Majefty the property of the colonies.” 
ch ASL” ae eer | 
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et d) The Goddefs of Empire, in the Heathen 


Mythology; according to an ancient fable, /xiom pure — 
_fued her, but fhe efcaped:ima cloud.. ioe 4.3 
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in his 13th book of Spirit of Laws. 


(31) 
Here is no diftinétion made between internal and 
external taxes. It isevident from the fhort rea- 
foning thrown into thefe refolves, that every im- 
pofition “* to grant to his Majelty the property of 
the Colonies,” was thought a tax; and that eve- 
ry fuch impofition, if laid any other way. “but 
with their confent, given perfonally, or by their 
reprefentatives,”’ wasnotonly ‘‘ unreafonable, and 
‘inconfiftent, with the principles and fpirit of the 
| Britifb conftitution,” but deftrudtive ‘to the free- 
dom of apeople.” — : 
This language is clear and important. A ‘“fax’” 
means an impofition to raife money. Such per- 
fons therefore as fpeak of internal and external 
‘© taxes,” L pray may pardon me, if I object to 
j that expreflion, as applied to. the privileges and 
‘qnterefts of thefecolonies. ‘There may be internal 
and external impofitions, founded on different prin- 
ciples, and having different tendencies, every 
tax” being an impofition, tho’ every impofition Is 
| nota “tax.” But al taxes are founded on the 
| fame principle, and. have the fame tendency. 
|” External impofitions, for the.regulation of our 
| trade, donot grantto his Majefty the property 
| of the colonies.” ‘They only prevent the colonies ac- 
quiring property, in things not neceflary, in 2 
| manner judged tobe injurious to the welfare of 
 thewhole empire. But the laft ftatute refpeéting 
us, “ grants to his Majefty the property of the colo- 
nies,” by laying duties on the manufactures of 
Great-Britain which they muff take, and which 
‘fle fettled them, on purpofe that they /box/d take, 
~ What (a) tax canbe more internal than this? 
| Hercis money drawn, withaut their confent, from 
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f () It feems to be evident, that Mr. Pits, in his 
defence of America, during the debate concerning 
the repeal of the Stamp-Aa, by ‘ internal taxes,” 
meant any duties ‘‘ for the purpofe of raifing a reve- 
-pue;” and by “ extermal taxes,” meant ‘‘ duties 
ag ey ea eeipe: wie ie.-empeold 
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a fociety, who have conftantly enjoyed a conftitus 
tional mode of raifing all money among themfelves. 
The payment of this tax they have no poffible. 


the commodities on which it is Iaid, and they can- 
not manufacture thefe commodities themfelves, 
Befides, if this unhappy country fhould be fo 
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impofed for the regulation of trade.” His expreflions 
are thefe ‘“« If the gentleman does not under- 
ftand the difference between internal and external 
taxes, I cannot help it; butthereis a plain diftin@ion 
between taxes levied for the purpofes of raifing a re- 
venue, and duties impofed for the regulation of trade, 
for the accommodation of the fubje@; altho, in the 
confequences fome revenue might incidentally arife 
from the latter.” _ Pics dies ® 
Thefe words were in Mr. Piti’s reply to.Mr, 
Grenville, who faid he could not underftand the 
difference between external and internal taxes; But - 
Mr. Pitt, in his firft fpeech, had made no fuch dif- 
tinction; and his meaning, when he mentions the 
diftinction, appears to be——-that by ** external 
taxes” be intended impofitions, for the purpofe of 3 
regulating the intercourfe of the colonies with others; 
and by “ internal taxes,” be intended impofitions, 
tor the purpofe of taking money from them. do she 
In every other part of his fpeeches on that occa- 
_fion, his words confirm this conftrnétion of his ex- 
Preffions. The following extras will fhew how 
poflitive and general were his affertions of our right, | 
“* It is my opinion that this Kingdom has xo right 
to lay a taxupon the colonies,”——* The Ameri- 
cans are the fons, not the Daffards of England. Tax- 
ation is no part of the governing or legiflative power.” 
——‘* The saxes are a voluntary gift and grant of 
the commons alone. In legiflation the three eftates 
of the realm are a /ike concerned, but the concurrence 
of the peers and the srewy to aiax, is only neceflary . 
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method of avoiding; as they cannot do without }i 
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to clofe with the form of a jaw. The gift and grant 
is of the commons alone.” «The diftinéion be- 
tween Jegi/lation and taxation is eflentially neceflary 
to liberty.” & The commons of America, Tepre- 
fented in their feveral affemblies, have ever been in 
pofleffion of the exercife of this, their conftitutional — 
right, of giving and granting their own money. They 

1 would have been S/aves, if they had not enjoyed it.”’ 
« The idea of avirtaal reprefentation of America 
inthis houfe, is the moft contemptible idea that ever 
entered into the head of man,——It does not deferve 
a ferious refutation.” 

. He afterwards fhews.the unreafonablenefs of Great- 

' Britain taxing America, thus—— <«¢ When I had 
the honour of ferving his Majelty, I availed myfelf 
of the means of information, which I derived from 
my office : I foeak therefore from knowledge. My 
materials were good. I was at pains to collec?, to 


dige/t, to confider them ; and J will be bold to affirm, . 


that the profit to Great-Britain from the trade of the 
colonies, through all its branches, is favo millions a 
year. This isthe fund that carried you triumphantly 
through the Jaft war. The eftates that were rented 
at two thoufand pounds a year, threefcore years 480, 
are at three. thoufand pounds at prefent. Thofe 
eftates fold then from fifteen to eighteen years pur- 
chafe; the fame may now be fold for thirty. You owe 
this to America. This is the price that America pays 
you for her protetion.” << [ dare not fay how 
much higher thefe profits may be augmented,” 
4 Upon the whole, I will beg leave to tell the houfe 
what is really my opinion ; it is, that the Stamp-act 
pe repealed abfolutely, totally, and immediately, 
‘That the reafon for the repeal be afligned, becaule 
it was founded on an eroneous principle.” 
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little ftead s.for then the parhament would havi. 
nothing to do but to prohibit fuch. manufactures ) 
or tolay a taxon fats and woollen cloths, whic ( 
they have already prohibited the colonies fro i 
upplying each other with ; or on inftruments and 
tools of feel and iron, which they have prohibited: 
the provincials Jrom manufacturing at all; (6) 
And then, what Httle gold and filver they: have,|! 
muit be torn from their hands, or they will not) 
be able in a thort time, to get an ax, (c) for cut=|) 
ting their firewood, nor a plough, for raifing their| 
food. . In what refpect, therefore, I beg leave:.to 
afk, is the late a@ preferable tothe Stamp-ad,-or 
more confiftent with the liberties of the colonies’? |) 
Or my Own part, I regard them both with = 
2pprehenfion ? and think they ought to be in the 
fame jnanner oppoted, ) «1 ess rei belt 
| flabemus quidem Senatus confultum,—tanguanr | 
Lladium in vagina repofitum, + can) 
_ We have a ftatute, laid ‘up, for future ufe;. 
| ke a {word in-the ftabbard, - One Ae 
AOR ROM eR? ay 
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(3) ‘* And that pig and bar.iron, made in his Ma: r 


jelty’s colonies in America, may be Surther manuface : 
tured in this kingdom, be it further enaded. by ERE. ihc 
authority aforefaid, that from and after the, twenty- 
fourth day of june, 17 50, na mill, or other engine, 

for flitting or rolling of iron, or any plating forge, 
to work with a tilt hammier, or any furnace for ma> 
king fteel, fhall be erected ; or, after fuch erection, 
continued. in, any of his Mayefty ’s colonies in America,” 

- 23d George II, Chap. 29) Sede git 3.7 ae gs 
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(c) Tho’ thefe particulars are entioned as bein: | 
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abiolutely neceflary, yet perhaps they are not more fo: nt 
than glafs in our fevere winters, to keep out. the cold ite 
from our houfes:; of than paper, without which fuck. é 
inexprefiible.confufions mult snibe, "et 
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Pea La Tick ee Ri V.. 
Pp ERHAPS the objection to the late aét impo- 
E fing duties upon paper &c, might have been 
afely refted on the argument drawn from the uni- 
serfal conduct. of the parliaments and minifters, 
rom the firft exiftence of thefe colonies, to the 
adminiftration of Mr, Greenville. ae 

| What but the indifputable, the acknowledged 
xchufive right of the colonies to tax themfelves, 
could be the reafon, that in this long period of 
nore than one hundred and fifty years, no ftatute 
was ever pafled for the fole purpofe of raifing a 
evenue on the colonies? And how clear, how 
cogent muft that reafon be, to which every par- 
liament and every minifter, for fo long a time 
fubmitted, without a fingle attempt to innovate ? 
. England in part of that. courle of years, and 
Great-Britain, in other parts, was engaged in 
feveral fierce and expenfive wars; troubled with 
fome tumultuous and bold parliaments; governed 
by many daring and wicked minifters; yet none of 
pias ever ventured to touch the Palladium of 
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Am 
tyranny, all revered it. | Whenever it was necel- 
Mary to raife money oa the colonies, the requifi- 
Itions of the crown were made, and dutifully 
Acomplied with. The parliament from time to 
time regulated their trade, and that of the reft of 
Ithe empire, to preferve their dependence, and the 
| connection of ‘the whole in good order. nae 
eek he people of Great-Britain in fupport of their 
privileges, boaft much of their antiquity. "Tis 
tre they are ancient: Yet it may well be “ quef- 
oned, if there is a fingle privilege of a Britifh 


fubject, fupported by longer, more AOE as OF 
ets ¢ ; > att 5 : ‘ : Me e ee 


erican liberty. Ambition, avarice, faction, | 
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naore uninterrupted teftimony, than the exclufive 
right of taxation in thefe colonies. The people}! 
of Great-Britain confider that kingdom as the: 
fovercign of thefe colonies, and would now an-|! 
nex to that fovereignty a prerogative never heard}: 
of before. How would they bear this, was the}! 
cafe their own ? What would they think of a new! 
prerogative claimed by the Crown? We Eine 
guefs what their conduct would be from thetran = 
ports of paflion into which they fell about the} 
late embargo, though laid to relieve the moft|! 
emergent necefities of ftate, admitting of no de-|! 
lay; and for which there were numerous prece=| 
, dents. Let our liberties be treated with the fame} 
7" tendernefs, and it is all we defire. ecu | 
Ve _ Explicit as the condu& of the parliaments, for! 
fo many ages is, to prove that no money can be 
levied on thefe colonies, by parliament for the! 
purpofe of raifing a revenue; yet it is not the! 
only evidence in owr favour, _ ane | 

Every one of the moft material arguments a-/| 
gainft the legality of the Stamp-Aét, operates. 
with equal force againft the act now objected to: 
but as they are well known, it feems unneceffar 


| to repeat them here. Ces ee. | 
_ . . This general one only fhall be confidered at) 
prefent. That though thefe colonies are depen- 
dent on Great-Britain, and tho? fhe has a legal 
power to make laws for preferving that depen- 
dence; yet it is not neceflary for this purpofe, nor 
cffential to the relation between a mother country, 
and her colonies, as was eagerly contended by the 
advocates for the Stamp-Aét, that fhe fhould raife 


money on them without their confent, 
_ Colonies were formerly planted by warlike na- 
tions, to keep their enemies in awe; to relieve 
their country overburthened with lahabitants; or) 


- 
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to difcharge a number of difeontented and trou- 
blefome citizens. But in more modern ages, the 
fpirit of violence being in fome meafure, if the ex- 
preffion may be allowed, fheathed in commerce, 
colonies have been fettled by the nations of Europe 
for the purpofes of trade. ‘Thefe purpofes were to 
‘be attained, by the colonies raifing for their mo- 
‘ther country thofe things which fhedid not pro-. 
duce herfelf; and by fupplying themfelves from 
her with things they wanted. Thefe were the na- 
| tional objects in the commencement of our colo- 
nics, and have been uniformly fo in their pro- 
motion. ee ar ean 
| To anfwer thefe grand purpofes, perfect liber- 
| ty was known to be neceflary; allhiftory proving, 
| ghat trade and freedom are nearly related to each 
other. By a due regard to this wife and juft plan, 
| the infant colonies expofed in the unknown cli- 
mates and unexplored wildernefles of this new 
world, lived, grew, and flourifhed. ? 
The parent country, with undeviating prudence 
and virtue, attentive to the firft principles Of co- 
‘Jonization, drew to herfelf the Benefits fhe might 
} reafonably expect, and referved to her children 
the bleffings, on which t ofe benefits were found- 


ed. She made laws, obliging her colonies to carry 
to her < ll thofe products which fhe wanted for her 
own ufe; and all thofe raw materials which fhe 
- chofe herfelf to work up. — Befides this reftriction, 
fhe forbad them to” procure manufactures from 
any other part of the globe, or even the products 
of European countries, which alone could rival 
} her, without being firft brought toher. In fhort, 
by a variety of laws fhe regulated their trade in 
| fuchasnanner as fhe thought moft conducive to_ 
| their mutual advantage, and her own welfare. 
A power was referved to the crown of repealing: 
ha F any” 


1 
* pain and hazard, fhould be difpofed of by none. |, 

My but (2) themfelves—or, to ufe the beautiful and — 
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any laws that fhouid be enacted. The executive |i 

ority of 8overnment was all lodged in the | 
tatives; andan appeal was || 
rom all judgments in the 


their difficulties and diftrefles in fixing themfelves, | 
what was the recompence made them? A com-. 
munication of her rights in general, and particu-_ 
Jarly of that great one, the foundation of all the 
ref{t—that their property, acquired with fo much || 


€mphatical lan Suage of the facred {criptar es, (4) es 
“ that they fhould fic every man under his own | 
“vine, and wader his fig-tree, and none fhould make 
them afraid, hy a ceed. Sbgaae Sek | 
Can any man of candor and knowledge deny.) 
that thefe inftitutions form an aiiinity between 
Great-Britain and her colonies, that fuffciently 
Secures their dependence upon her? Or that for 4 
herto levy taxes upon them, is te reverfe the na- " 


ture of things? Or that the can purfue fuch a5 
mealure, without reducing them’ to @ fate of | 
vaflalage ? oo : 


ing taxes ‘olevy money upon us, the hiftery of - 
the colonies, and of Great- Britain, fince their fer- 


Great-Britain to exift, without the, power oflay- 


ae 


Ifany perfon cannot conceive the fupremacy of — 


% 
clement,’ will prove the contrary; He wall there 1 


).** The power of basing themfelves was the pri- 
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find the amazing advantages arifing to her from 

hem—the conftant exercife of her fupremacy, and 

heir filial fubmiffion to it, without a fingle rebel- 

jon, or eventhe thought of one, from their firft 

‘migration to this moment.—And all thefe things 

nave happened, without one inftance of Great-Bri- 

‘ain’s laying taxes to levy money upon them. 

How many (c) Britifh Authors have demon- 
ftrated, 
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(c) It has been faid in the houfe of Commons, 
when complaints have been made of the decay of 
rade to any part of Europe, that fuch things were 
not worth regard, as Great-Britain was polleft of 
solonies that could confume more of her manufac- 
cures than fhe was able to fupply them with-” 

<¢ As the cafe now ftands, we fhall thew that the 
slantations are a {pring of wealth to this nation, that 
they work for us, that their treafure centers all here, 
Jand that the Jaws have tied them faft enough to us ; 
fo that it muft be through our own fault and mif- 
management, iithey become independent of Exgland.” 
Davenant onthe Plantation Trade, 
<¢ Itis better that the iflands fhould be fupplied _ 
om the Northern Colonies thanfrom England, for 
Phis reafon ;, the provifions we might fend to Barba- 
ics, Famaica, &c. would be unimproved produ of 
he earth, as grain of all kinds, or fuch product 
where there is little got by the improvement, as malt, 
wie beef and pork; indeed, the exportation of falt 
ith thither would be more advantageous, but the 
cies which we fend to the Northern Celonies, are 
uch, whofe improvement may bejuftly faid one with. 
pnother to be near four ffrbs of the value of the whole 
commodity; as apparel, houfehold furniture and 
many other things.” hat Idem... 
© New-England isthe mof prejudicial plantationto 
the kingdom of £ xgland;and yet to do right to that moft 
aduiriousLngli/p colony,, I. muft.confels, that.tho’ we. 


lofe 


itrated, that the prefent wealth, power and glory|| 

of their country are founded uponthefe colonies ?]| 

Asconttantly as ftreams tend to the ocean, have l 

they been pouring the fruits of their labours, intol 
_ their mother’s lap. Good Heaven! and fhall a 

total oblivion of former tenderneflés and bleffings, | 
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lofe by their unlimitted trade with other foreign plane} 
tations, yet we are very great gainers by their direct) 
trade toand from Old England. Our yearly exporta-| 
tions of Exgli/hmanufadures, malt and other goods, | 
irom hence thither, amounting, in my opinion, to), 
ten times the value of what is imported from thence s|, 
which calculation I do not make at random, but 
upon mature confideration, and, peradventure, upon | 
_ 4s much experience in this very trade, as any other 
_ perfon, will pretend to; and therefore whenever re- 
- formation of our correfpondency in trade with that 
people fhall be thought on, it will in my poor judg- 
“ment, require great tendernefsand very ferious circum- 
 fpetion.” Sir Fofah Child’s Difcourfe on Trade. L 
_ * Our plantations fpend moftly our Englilh ma- 
nufactures, and thofe of all forts almoft imaginable, . 
in. prodigious quantities, and employ near two thirds 
ef ailourExglifh thipping ; fo that we have more _; 
peoplein England, by reafon of our plantations in - 
America.” oh dem Oe 
Sir Fofiah Child fays, in another part of his work, 
** ‘That not more than fifty families are maintained 
ia FE agland by the refining of fugar.”? From whence, 
and from what Davenant lays, it is plain, that the 
advantages here faid to be derived from the Planta- ; 
tions by Exgland, mult be meant chiefly of the conti- i, 
nental colonies, : i, 
<« Tfhall fum up my whole remarks on our 4merj- I 
can colonies, with this obfervation, that as they are) 
a certain annual revenue of feveral millions fterling | 
to their mother country, they ought carefully to be f 
protected, 
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_ be fpread over the minds of a good and wife nation, . mr 
by the fordid arts of intriguing men, who covering ef 
their felfifh projects under pretences of public ee 
_ good, firft enrage their country into a frenzy of A | & 
lage eee - hist paiiion, i | 
_ protedied, duly encouraged, and every opportunity ae 
that prefents, improved for their incrernent and ad- - F 7 
vantage, as every one they can poflibly reap, muft at. i 
laftreturnto.uswithinteret.? 1 
it | Béawes’s Lex merc: red, so 
_@-Wemay fafely advance, thatour trade and na-- g 
vigation are greatly. increafed by our. colonies, and. ig 
that they really are a fource of: treafure and naval . i 
power to thiskingdom; fincethey work for us, and) ie 
their treafure centers here.: Before their wfettlement <4 Eo 
our manufactures were few, and thofe but indifferent ;.. eae ii 
the number of .Ezgli/h merchants very ftnall, and the~ ef 
whole fhipping of the nation much inferior to what oe 
now belongs to the. northern colonies only, Thee: . & 
are certain fatis.. But fince their eftablifhment, our” j 
condition has altered for the better, almoftto a de-- 
gree beyond credibility.——Our manufaGures are> i 
prodigioufly increafed, chiefly by the demand for’ es 
‘them in the plantations,:.where they at leaf? take off 2 Oe 
one half, and fupply us with many. valuable commo-- & 
j dities for exportation, whichis as great an emolu- -  & 
ment to the mother kingdom, as: to- the. plantations ; ae 
be ay oa ae a Oe 
Poftletbavayt’s univ, di&s of trade and- commerce, aa 
_*© Moft of the nations of Europe have interfered - F 
with us, more or lefs, in divers of our ftaple manu- - Bh, iff 
faétures, within half acentury, not only in our wool- a € 
Jen, but in our lead and: tin..manufa@ures, as well: / a 
as our fifheries.”? ’ af 
: * Ny 
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Poftlethwayt, ibid. 


6 ‘The inhabitants -of our colonies, by carrying oo 
on a trade with their forgign neighbours, do not enly oe 
eccalion a greater quantity of the goods and merchan= 


| 
| 
q 
) 
| 
ie 
{ 
} 
j 
| 
I 
a 


( 42} 


paflion, and then advance theiz own influence 
and intereft, by gratifying the paffion, which they 
themfelves have bafely excited. | . 

Hitherto Great-Britain, has been contented. 
with her profperity. Moderation has been the 
sys rule. 


we 


dizes of Europe being [ent from hence to them, and a }; 
greater quantity of the product of America to befent. — }) 
tromthem hither, which weuld otherwife be carried: — 
from and brought te Europe by foreigners, but an in= — 
-ereafe of the feamen and navigation in thofe parts, 
which is of great ftrength and fecurity,as well as of great 
advantage to our plantations ingeneral. Andthough. 
pome of our colonies are not only tor preventing thezm-. |; 
portations of all goods of the fame fpecies they produces, | 
‘but fuffer particular planters. to keep great runs of | 
land in iheir pofefion uncultivated, with defign tow | 
prevent.new fettlements, whereby they imagine the \ 
prices of their.commodities may be affetted; yet if it. ) 
ire confidered, that the markets of Great-Britainde- 
pendon the markets of a//. Europe in general, and. ; 
that the European. markets.in general depend on the. _ 
proportion.betweea the annual, confumption and the. | 
whole-quantity of each fpecies annually produced by, ! 
all natious;. it. rout follow, that whether we or fo-- — 
reigners.are the: producers, _ carriers, importers.and: |) 
exporters of American.produce, yet. their refpective. ; 
prices in each colony (the difference of freight, cuf> > 
toms and importations. confidered) will always. bear _ 
proportion tothe general confumption.of the whole ~ 
‘quantity ofeach fort, produced in, all colonies, and. — 
in. all parts,, allowing only for the. ufual contingen- . 
cies that. trade and,commerce, agriculture and. ma> 
mufactures are liable to in all countries.” ious a 
| 3 on Poftlethwayt, ibid 
¢¢ Tt is certain, that from the verytime Sir Walter _ 
Raleigh, the father of ound nglifo. colonies, and his « 
fs: oS Oe? 3 vedociates ae 
te 


rule of her conduct. But now, a generous, hue 
‘mane people, that fo often has protected the liber- BoM 
ity of Strangers, is. inflamed into an» attempt to { 
‘tear a privilege trom her own children, which if ie 
ie) rs executed,. ae. 
ates, Arlt projected thofe eftabliihments, there 4 | 
a: 


-affoci 
have been perfons who have found an intereft, in mif- 
reprefenting, OF leffenlng the value of them.—The ee 
attempts were called chimerical and dangerous. Af-. My 
_ terwards many malignant fuggeftions were made, a- 4 
pout facrificing fo many£ nglifomen to the obftinate de-- | 
fire of fettling colonies in countries which then pro- : 
duced very little advantage. Butas thefe difficulties: e: 
were gradually farmounted, thefe complaints vanifh- i 
ed. -No fooner were thofe lamentations over, but -. & 
- others arofe in their ftead 5 when it could be no longer i 
faid, thatthe colonies were ufelefs, it was alledged' . 8 
thatthey were not ufeful enough to their mother  & 
country: That, while we were loaded with taxes, they: a 
were abfolutely free; that the planters lived like princes,. : : 
while the inhabitants of Exugland laboured hard: for- a 
a tolerable fubfiftance.”’ Poftlethwayt, thide .. 


_ se Before the fettlement of thefe-colonies, ‘* fays: 
Pofilethwayt, our manufactures were few, and thoie fe 
but indifferent. In thofe days we had not only our , 
naval fores, but our fhips from our neighbours.. oF 
Germany: furnifhed us with all things made of metal,. . 2 
even to nails. Wine, paper, linens, and a thoufand' le 
other things, came from France. Portugal fupplied: be 
‘us with fugar; all the products. of America were: any 
poured into us from Spaiz; and the Venetians and 
- Genoefe: retailed to us the commodities of the Eafi- Fat 
“Indies, attheir own:price.”) gees | 
[fit be afked, whether foreigners, for what: goods: =e 
they take of: us, de not pay on that confumption a Ye | 
_ great portion of ourtaxes? It is admitted they do.’”” ie 
© Refilethwayt's Great-Britain’s true fyftem. 
._ Tf we are afraid that one day or other the cofo- 
nies willrevolt,. and fet up for. themfelves, as-fome:: 


feem. 


w 
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- €xecuted, muft:in their Opinion, | 
flaves: And fer what ? For a pernicious power, _ | 
not neceflary.to her, asher own experience may _ | 
convince her, but horribly dreadful and deteftable | 
to them! : " : It. 
feem to apprehend, let us not drive them to a necef-- | 
fity to feel themfelves. independent of us} as they | 
will do, the moment they perceive that they can be || 
fupplied with all things from within themfelves, and Wy 
do not need our afliftance.. If we would keep them. 
ftill dependent upon their mother country, and in. 
fome refpeas Jubfervient to. her views and welfare 3%) 
let us make it their intereft always to be fo,’” a 
: ae . Tucker on Trade, eo 
** Our colonies;: while they have £ nglifp blood in: * 
their veins, and have relations in England, and while — 
they can get by trading with us, the ftronger and great- 
er they grow, the More this crown and kingdom will: : 
get by them; and nothing. but. fuch: an arbitrary | 
power as fhall make them defperate can bring them, | 
to rebel,”’ Davenant on: the plantation trade. 4y 
‘< ‘The northern. colonies vere. HOC upon” the Janie . Bl 
footing with thofe of the fouth; .and having a worfe. 
foil to improve, they muft find the Trecompence forme - 
Other way, which only canbe. in property and do. 
minion, Upon which feore, any innovations in the - | 
form of government ‘there, fhould: be. cautioufly ex. | 
amined, for fear. of entering upon. meafures, by 
which the induftry of the inhabitants may bequite dif. 
couraged, ’Tis always unfortunate for a people, ei- 
ther by confent or. upon compulfion, to depart from . : 
their primitive inftitutions, and thofe Sindamentals, | 
by which they were. jrft united together. Idem, | 
The mott effectual way of uniting the colonies, is’ 
to make it their common interef to ‘Oppole thedefipns . 
and attempts of Great-Britain, ~~ ; 
_“ All wife ftates will well confider how to preferve - 
the advantages arifing from:colonits, and avoid the | 


evils, 


fink them inte : 


| 
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It feems extremely probable, that when cool, 
difpaffionate pofterity fhall confider the affection- 
ate intercourfe, the reciprocal benefits, and the 
unfufpecting confidence, that have fubfifted be- 
tween 


evils, And I conceive that there can be but /wo 
ways in nature to hinder them from throwing off 
their dependence; one, tokeepitout of their power, 
and the other, out of their will. The frff mult be 
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by force; and the /atter, by ufing them well, and Et 
keeping them employed in fuch productions, and ma- § e| 
king juch manufadures, as will fupport themfelvesand ee 
families comfortably, aad procure them wealth too, ie zg 
and at leaft not prejudice their mother country.  &§ 
Force can never be ufed effectually to anfwer the Sie 
end, without deftroying the colonies themfelves. Li- oe 
berty and encouragement are neceflary to carry peo- ih. ie) 


Sse 


ple thither, and to keep them together when they are 
there; and viclence will hinder both. Any body of 
troops confiderable enough to awe them, and keep 
them in fubjection, under the direction too of a needy 


governor, often fent thither to make his fortune, at at 
fuch a diftance from any application for redrefs, will 4 mS: 
foon put an end to allplanting, and leave the coun+ 
try to the foldiers alone; and if it did not; would eat 
up all the profits of the colony, For this reafon, arbi- bs 
trary countries have not been equally fuccefsful in i 


planting colonies with free ones; and what they 
have done in that kind, has either been by force ata 
vaftexpence, or by departing fromthe nature of their 
Levernment, and giving fuch privileges to planters as 
were denied tatheir other fubjedis, And 1 dare fay, 
that a few prudent laws, and a little prudent con- 
dua, would foon give us far the greateft fhare of the 
riches of all America, perhaps drive many of other 
Nations out of it, or into our colonies for fhelter, 

There are /o many exigencies in all ftates, fo. many ~ 
Jereign wars, and domeftic diflurbances, that thefe 
: colonies, 
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tween thefe colonies and their parent Country, 
for fuch a length of time, they will execrate with 
the bictereft curfes the infamous memory ot thofe 
men, whofe peftilential ambition, unneceflarily, 
wantonly, firft opened thefources of civil difcord, 
between them; firft turned their love into jea- 
loufly? and firtt taught thefe provinces, filled : 
with grief and anxiety, to enquire.— 
‘* Mens ubi materna eft ?” 
‘Where is maternal affeftion? * 

Ao BA ROMER, 


LET, £28 ih 


Beloved Countrymen, 
may perhaps be objected againit the arguments 
that have been offered to the public, concern- 
ing the legal power of the parliament, ‘‘that it has 
always exercifed the power of impofing duties, | 
for the purpofes of raifing a revenue on the pro- | 
ductions of thefe colonies carried to Great-Bri- 
tain, which may be called'a tax on them.” Tothis | 
objection 


2 ca ees 


colonies can never want opportunities, if they watch | 
for them,to do what they /ball find it their intereft today | 
and therefore we ought to take all the precautions 
in our power, thatitfhall never be fheir interef? to - 
act againft that of their native country; an evil | 
which can be no otherwife averted, than by keeping 
them. fully employed in fuch trades as will increafe \ 
their own, as well as our wealth; for it-ts much ta 
oo) be feared, if we do not find employment for them, | 
ar it they may findit forus. The intereft of the mother 1 
es country, isalways to keep them dependent, and fo 
= employed ; and it requires, all her addrefsto do, || 
i eae it; and it is certainly more eafly and effec- 
| a tually done by gentle and infenjible methods, tham 
(a ae by power alone. Cats’s letters 


, 
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objection I anfwer, that this is no violation of the 
Tights of the colonies, it being implied in the re- 
_Tation between them and Great-Britain, that they 


tions, as fhould enable them to interfere with the 
“mother country. The impofition of duties on 
thefe commodities, when brought to her, is on! 

_ a confequence of her parental right; and if the 
point is thoroughly examined, the duties will be 
_ found to be laid on the people of. the mother coun- 


bly raite the price of the goods, and contequently 
mutt be paid by the confumers, In this light they 
(Were coniidered by the parliament in the 2 Sth 
Chariesi, Chap. 7, Se&. 2. which fays, that 
the productions of the plantations were carried 
from one to another free from all cuitoms, ‘‘ while 
the fubjeéts of this your kingdom of England have 
paid great cuffoms and impofitions for what of them 
fave been fpent here,” tc. ; 

Befides if Great-Britain exports thefe commo- 


| 


dities again, the duties will injure her own trade, 

fo that fhe cannot hurt us, without plainly and 

immediately hurting herfelf; and this is our check 

againft her adting arbitrarily in this Folpeet 

_ (a) It may be perhaps further objected, « that 
ite es : a it 


* 
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has been made to the legality of the 4th Geo, Il. 
Chap. 15 whichis the frft a@ of parliament that 
even impofed duties on the importations into America 
tor the exprefled purpofe of raifin & avevenue there; 
t anfwer—Firft, that though the a& exprefly men- 
lions the raifing a revenue in America, yet it feems 
that ithad asmuchinview the ‘‘improving and {e- 
curing the trade between the fame and Great-Bri- 
ain,” which words are partof its title: And the 

| ; | preamble 


fhould not carry fuch commodities to other na-, 


try. Whatever they are, they mutt proportionae’ 


(a) If any one fhould ebferve that no / oppofition 


fe 
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itbeing granted that ftatutes made for regulating 
trade, are binding upon us, it will be difficult for 
any perfons, but the makers of the laws, to deter- 
mine, which of them are made for the regulating 
of trade, and which for raifing a revenue; and 
that from hence may arife confufion.” ts 
pas 9 


eel 


preamble fays; ‘© Whereas it isexpedient that new _ 
provifions and regulations fhould be eftablifhed for 


Coe SE 


improving the revenue of this kingdom, and for ex- ./ 
tending and fecuring the navigation and commerce | 
betweenGreat-Britain and your Majefty’s dominions} 
:n America, which by the peace have been fo happily | 
extended and enlarged,” é&c.Secondly. All the duties | 
mentioned in that a& are impofed folely onthe produc- | 
tions and manufactures of foreign countries, and not \ 
a fingle duty laid on any production or manufacture — 
ef our mother country. Thirdly, The authority | 
ef the provincial affemblies, is not therein fo plainly . 
attacked as by the laft act, which makes provilionfor 

| 


defraying the charges of the * adminiftration of 
juftice,” and the fupport of civil government.” 
Fourthly, That it being doubtful, whether the in-. 
tention of 4th Geo. UI, Chap. 15, was not asmuch I 
to regulate trade, as toraife a revenue, the minds — 
of the people here were wholly engrofled by the 
terror of the Stamp-A@,’ then impending over them, | 
- about the intention of which there could be no doubt. | 
Thefe reafons io fa diftinguifh the qth Geo. Il. | 


Chap. 15, from th 


e laft aét, that it is not to be won- ! 
dered at, that the firft fhould have been fubmitted | 
to, tho’ the laft fhould excite the moft univerfal and ! 
fpiritted oppofition. For this will be found, on the | 
frigeft examination, to be, inthe principle on which 
«t is founded, and in the confequences that mult at- 
tend it, if poffible, more deftructive than the Stamp . 
4G. tis, to fpeak plainly, a prodigy in our laws 5 
not having one Briti/h feature? Nae rn one . 
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To this I anfwer, that the objeGtion is of no 
force inthe prefent cafe, or fuch as refemble it; 
becaufe the act now in queftion, is formed expre/ly 
| for the fole purpofe of raifing a revenue. 

~ However, fuppofing the defign of parliament 
had not been exprefied, the objection feems to me 
| of no weight, with regard to the influence which 
- thofe who may make it, might expect it ought to 
- have on the conduct of thele colonies. 
[tis true, that impofitions for raifing a revenue, 
_ may be hereafter called regulations of trade: But 
— names will not change the nature of things. In- 
| deed we ought firmly to believe, what is an un- 
doubtedtruth, confirmed by the unhappy experi- 
ence of many ftates heretofore free, that unle/s 
the moft watchful attention be exerted, anew Ser- 
vitude may be flipped upon us, under the fantiion of 
ufual and refpectable terms. 

Thus the Ce/ars ruined theRoman liberty, under 
the titles of tribunicial and di¢tatorial.authorities, 
—old and venerable dignities, known in the moft 
flourifhing times of freedom. In imitation of the 
fame policy, James Il. when he meantto eftablith 
popery, talked of liberty of confcience, the moft 
facred of all liberties; and had thereby. almoft 
deceived the Diffenters into deftruction. 

All artful rulers, who ftrive to extend their 
power beyond its juft limits, endeavour to give to 
their attempts as much femblance of legality as 
poflible. ‘Thofewho fucceed them may venture 
te go alittle further; for eachnew encroachment 
will be ftrenthenéd by a former- (4) ‘* ‘That which 
is now fupported by examples, growing old, will 
become an example itfelf,” and thusfupport frefh 
ufurpations. 


+ 
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_ all the independence of the houfe of lords fhould | 
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A free people therefore can never be too quick 
in obferving, nor too firm in oppofing the begin-|: 
nings of alteration cither in form or reahty, ree|: 
fpecting inftitutions formed for their fecurity. The}! 
firft leads to the laft: Yet, on the other hand, |: 
nothing is more certain, than that the forms of/|: 
liberty may be retained, when the fubftance is | 
gone. In government, as well as in religion, | 
** The letter killeth, but the {pirit giveth life,” (c) \' 

{ will beg leave to enforce this remark by a few 
inftances. The crown, by the conftitution, has 
the prerogative cf creating peers. The exiftence | 
of that order, in due number and dignity, is ef- 
{ential to the conftitution; and if the crown did | 
not exercife that prerogative, the pecrage mutt 
have long fince decreafed fo much asto have loft its 
influence. Suppofe a prince, for fome unjuft pur- | 
pofes, {hould, from time to time, advance fo ma- | 
ny needy, profligate wretches to that rank, that : 


be deftroyed; there would then be a manifeft vio- > 
Jation of the conftitution, under the appearance 
of ufing legal prerogative. | 4 

The houfe of commons claim the privilege of . 
forming all money bills, and will not fuffer either 7 
of the other branches of the legiflature to add to, | 
or alter them; contending, that their power fim- . 
ply extends to an acceptance or rejection of them. ' 
‘This privilege appears to be jut. But under » 
pretence of this juit privilege, the houfe of com- : 
mons has claimed a licence of tacking to money ~ 
bills, claufes relating to things of a totally differ- | 
ent kind, and thus forcing them in a manner on | 
the king and lords. This feemsto be an abufe of | 
that privilege, and it may be valtly more abufed.  . 
: Suppofe : 
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(¢) 2 Cor. ii, 6. 
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Suppote a fature houfe, influenced by fome difeon- 
tented demagogues—in a time of danger, fhould 
tack to a money bill, fomething fo injurious to the 
‘king and peers, that they would not aflent to it, 
and yetthe commons fhould obftinately infift on 
it; the whole kingdom would be expofed to ruin, 
under the appearance of maintaining a valuable 
privilege. 
In thefe cafes it might be difficult for a while to 
determine, whether the king intended to exercile 
his prerogative in a conftitutional manner or not; 
or whether the commons infifted on their demand 
fatioufly, or for the public good: But furely the 
‘conduct of the crown, or of the houfe, would in 
time fufficiently explain itfelf, 
Ought not the people therefore to watch? to 
obferve facts? to fearch into caufes? to inveftigate 
defigns? And have they not a right of judging 
1 from the evidence before them, on no {lighter 
points than their liberty and happine/s? It would 
be lefsthan trifling, wherever a Britifh govern- 
i snent is eftablifhed, to make ufe of any arguments 
toprovefuch a right. It is fufficient to remind 
[the reader of the day on the anniverfary of which 
the firft of thefe letters is dated. * 
] I will now apply what has been faid to the pres 
| fent queftion. 
The nature of any impofitions laid by parlia- 
ment on thefe colonies, muft determine the defign if 
in laying them. It may not be eafy in every in- 
ftance to difcover that defign. Wherever it is 
doubtful, I think fubmiffion cannot be dangerous ; 
nay, itmuft be right; for, in my opinion, there 
is no privilege thefe colonies claim, which they 
ought ‘in duty and prudence more ecarneftly to 
-maintain and defend, than the authority of the 
; Britifh 
* November 5. The day King William the 34 landed. 
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ent to regulate the trade of all her || 
‘Without this authority, the benefits || 
joys from our commerce, mutt be loftte her || 
leffings we enjoy from our dependence upon |! 
uf be loft tous. Her ftrength muft de- | 
'; her glory vanith ; and fhe cannot faffer | 
ithout our partaking in her misfortune. Let us |) 
eréfore cherifb her interefts as our own, and give 
r every thing, that it becomes Freemen to give or 
The nature of any impofitions fhe may layupon 
smay in general be known, by confidering how 
far they relate to the preferving in due order the 
nnection between the feveral parts of the Britifo 
empire. One thing we may be aflured of, which 
is this———Whenever the impofes duties on com- 
-modities, to be paid only upon their exportation 
from Great-Britain to thefe colonies, it is not a. 
regulation of trade, but.adefign to raife a revenue. 
upon us. Other inftances may happen, which it 
may not be neceflary at prefent to dwell on. Thope 
_- thefe colonies will never, to their lateft exiftence, 
eo A avrame underftanding fufficient to difcover the in- 
_ tentions of thofe who rule over them, nor the | 
__-xefolution neceflary for afferting their interefts. 
‘They will always have the fame rights, that all 
free ftates have, of judging when their privileges. 
are invaded, and of ufing all prudent meafures 
for preferving them. | . 


\ 


Quocirca vivite fortes — 


: i : Fortiaque adverfis opponite peGora rebus, : 
_ Wherefore keep up your fpirits, and gallantly. 
 oppofe this adverle courfe of affairs, 


A FARMER. 


Peer Se Re Vu. 
My dear Countrymeiy 


it HIS letter is intended more particularly for 


fuch of you, whofe employments in life 


_ may have prevented your attending the confidera- 


tion of fome points that are of great and public 
importance : For many fuch perions there muit 


be even inthefe colonies, where the inhabitants 
"in general are more intellig@ht than any other peo~ 


le whatever, as has been remarked by ftrangers, 
and it feems with reafon. en . 

“Some of you, perhaps, filled, as I know your 
breafts are, with loyalty to our moft excellent 
Prince, and with love to our dear mother coun-— 


"try, may feel yourfelves inclined, by the affections 


of your hearts, to approve every action of thofe 


_ whom you fo much venerate and efteem. A pre- 
" Judice thus flowing from goodnefs of difpofition, 


is amiable indeed. I with it could be indulged 


* without danger. Did I think this poffible, the 


error fhould have been adopted, and not oppofed 
by me. But in truth, all men are fubject to the 
paffions and frailties of nature; and therefore 
whatever regard we entertain for the perfons of 


 thofe wha govern us, we fhould always remem- 


ber that their conduct, as rulers, may be influ 
enced by human infirmities. 

When any laws injurious to thefe colonies, are 
pafled, we cannot, with the leaft propriety, fup- 
pofe, that any injury was intended us by his Ma- 
jefty, or the lords. For the affent of the crown 
and peers to. laws, feems as far as Il amable to 
judge, to have been veftedin them, more for 
their own fecurity, than for any other purpofe. 
On the other hand, it ae particular bufinels of 

| the 
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the people, to enquire and difcover what regulati- 

ons are ufeful for themfelves, and to digeft and pre-_ |: 
fent them in the form of hills, to the other orders, | 
to have them enacted into laws, Where thefe [ 


Jaws are to bind them/elves, it may be expected, 


that the houfe of commons will very carefully — 


contider them: But when they are making laws 
that are not defigned to bind them/elves, we can- 
not Imagine that their deliberations will be as (a} 
eautious and {crupulousy, as in their own cafe. 


PACER TED 
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(a) Many remarkable inftances might be produced | 
ef the extraordinary inattention with which bills of — 
great importance, concerning thefe colonies, have — 


patied in parliament; whichis owing, as it is fup- 


poted, to the bills being brought in by the perfons 
who have points to carry, foartfully framed, that it a 


is not eafy for the members in general, in the hafte 
-ef bufinefs, to difcover their tendency. 


The following inftances fhew the truth of this re- 


yaark. When Mr. Greenville, in the violence of 
reformation, formed the 4th Geo. III. Chap. 1 gth, 


for regulating the American trade, the word “ [ree 


land” was dropt in the claufe relating to our iron 


and lumber, fo that we could fend thefe articles tono _ 


part of Europe, but to Great-Britain, This was 
a unreafonable a reftriftion, and fo contrary to the 
fentiments of the legiflature for many years before, 
that itis furprifing it fhould not have been taken 
notice of inthe houfe. However the bill paffed into 
alaw. But when the matter was explained, this 
reftrigtion was taken off bya fubfequent a&. Ican- 
hot poiitively fay how long after the taking off this 
reftrition, as I have not the aé&, but I think, in lefs 


than 18 months, another aé of parliament paffed, | | 


in which the word ‘* [reland’? was left out, juft as 


it had been before. "Fhe matter being a fecond time 


explained was a fecond time regulated. 


Now 
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Iam told, that there is a wonderful addrefs 
frequently ufed in carrying points in the houfe of 
commons, by perfons experienced in thefe affairs. 
—That opportunities are watched—and fometimes 
votes are pafied, that if all the members had been 
refent, would have been rejected by a great ma- 
jority. Certain itis, that when a powerful and 
| : artful 


Now if itbe confidered, that the omiffion men- 
tioned ftruck off with oe word fo very great a part 
‘of our trade, i muft appear remarkable; and e- 
qually fo is the method, by which Rice became an 
enumerated commodity, and therefore could becar- — 
“Hed to Great-Britain only. 3 
t¢ The enumeration was obtained (fays Mr. [*} 


=o | a 


2 —— 


Gee) by one Cole, a Captain of afhip, employed by 


2 company then trading to Garolina; for feveral fhips 
| going from £ ngland thither, and purchafing rice for 


] Portugal, prevented the afore{aid Captain of a load- 


ing. Upon his coming home, he poffefled one Mr. 
Lowndes, a member of parliament (who was ‘very ° 
frequently employed to prepare bills) with an opinion, 


] that carrying rice direétly to Portugal, was a preju--- 
dice tothe trade of England, and privately got a. 

' claufe into an act, to make it an enumerated commo- 

_ dity; by which means he fecured a freight to himfelf. 


But the confequence proved a vaft lofs to the nation. 
I find that this claufe, *‘ privately got into an act,” 


- forthe benefit of Captain Cole, to the ‘ vaff los of 


the nation, 13 feified into the 3d, and 4th Anz, 


| Chap. sth, intituled “* Aa ad for granting to her 


Majefty a further fubfedy on wines and merchandizes 
imported,” with which it has no more connection, 
than with 34th of Edward ift. the 34 and 35 of 
Henry Vill. and the 2 sth Charles 11. which pro- 
vide that no perfon fhall be taxed but by himfelf or 
his reprefentative. 
—_—— 


eee ET SS 
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Bis artful man has determined on any meafure againft: 
ay  thefe colonies, he has always fucceeded in his ate}y 


Le | tempt. Perhaps thereforeit will be proper for us, 
ay whenever any oppreflive aé affecting us is pafled, 
to attribute it to the inattention of the members 
of the houfe of commons, and to the malevolence 

ne or ambition of fome faGious great man, rather 
fs than to any other caufe, . ! 
Now I do verily believe, that the late act of | 
parliament, impofing duties on paper, &c. was 
We formed by-Mr. Greenville, and his party, becaufe 
2 it is evidently a part of that plan, by which he en- || 

u deavoured to render himfelf popular at home; 
‘ and I do alfo believe, that not one half of the — 
Wi members of the houfe of commons, even of thofe [ 

: who heard it read, did perceive how deftructive it | 
was to American freedom. For this reafon, as it | 
is ufual in Great-Britain, to confider the King’s | 

) {peech as the fpeech Gf the minifiry, it may be. 
right here to confider this a as the a& of a par- ) 


ty perhaps I thould fpeak more properly, if I~ 
Was to ufe another term, 


There are two ways of laying taxes, One is, 7) 


a by impofing a certain fum on particular kinds of 
nf property, to be paid by the ufer or confumer, or _ 
ih by rating the perfon at a certain fum, The other 


is, by impofing a certain fum on Particular kinds 
_ of property to be paid by the feller. <a 

When a man pays the firft fort of tax, he knows 
| with certainty thathe pays fo much money for a 
tax. The confideration for which he pays it, is. % 
remote, and, it may be, does not occur to him, 

He is fenfible too, that he is commanded and o- 

bliged to pay it as a tax; and therefore people are 

apt tobe difpleafed with this fort OF $250) | 


ig The other fort of tax is fubmitted to in a very 
differentmanner. The purchafer of any article, 
i very 
i. 4 
& | 
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| very feldom reflects that the feller raifes his price, 


demnify himfelf for the tax he has paid. 
He knows that the prices of things are continual- 


‘Jy flu@tuating, and ‘¢ he thinks about the tax, he 
thinks at the fame time, inall probability, 
‘might have paid as mu 


that he 
ch, if the article he buys 


had not been taxed. He gets fomething vifible 


and agreeable for his money ; and tax and price 
d together, that he cannot fepa- 


rate, or does not choofe to take the trouble of 


- feparating them. 


“This mode of taxation therefore is the mode 
fuited to arbitrary and oppreflive governments. 


The love of liberty is fo natural to the human heart, 


that unfeeling tyrants think themfelves obliged to 


accommodate their fchemes as much as they can 
tothe appearance of juftice and reafon, and to 
deceive thofe whom they refolve to deftroy, OF 
opprefs, by prefenting to them a miferable picture 
of freedom, when the ‘neftimable original is loft. 
This policy did not efcape the cruel and rapaci- 
ous Nero. That moniter apprehenfive that his 
crimes might endanger his authority and_ life, 
thought proper to do fome popular acts, to fecure 
the obedience of his fubjects. Among other things, 
fays Tacitus,” he remitted the twenty-fifth part of 
the price on the fale of flaves, but rather in fhew 
than reality ; for the feller being ordered to pay 
it, it became part of the price to the buyer.” (4) 
This is the reflection of the judicious Hifforian; 
but the deluded people gave their infamous Em- 
peror full credit for his falfe generolity. Other 
nations have been treated inthe fame manner the 
Remans were. ‘The honeft, induftrious Germans, 


who are fettled in different parts of this continent, 
can 
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(6) Tacitus’s Ann. Book 13. 5. 31- 


Eat Gt ae ee 


y out 

aifes 

o be 

fon offering to 

is muft be de. 

dities, and the 

If they are mere 
luxuries, 

SSE VENT IS 


: («) Monte/quicu’s Spirit of laws, Book 1 3. Chap, 8, 
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Juxuries, heisat liberty to do as he pleafes, and 
if he buys, he does it voluntarily: But if they are 
‘abfolute neceflaries, or conveniencies, which ufe 
‘and cuftom have made requifite for the comfort of 
life, and which he is not permitted, by the power 
impofing theduty, to get elfewhere, there the fel- 
ler has a plain advantage, and the buyer muft pay 
the duty. In faét, the feller is nothing lefs than 
«a collector of the tax for the power that impofed 
it, If thefe duties then are extended to the ne- 
‘ceffaties and conveniences of life in general, and 
‘enormoufly increafed, the people muft at length 
become indeed “ moft exquifitely fenfible of their 
‘Mlavifh ftuation.” Their happinefs therefore entirely 
depends on the moderation of thofe who have 
authority to impofe the duties. 
I fhall now apply thefe obfervations to the late 
a&t of parliament. Certain duties are thereby im- 
pofed on paper and elafs, imported into thefe 
colonies. By the laws of Great-Britain we are 
| prohibited to getthefe articles from any other 
"part of the world. We cannot at prefent, nor 
for many years to come, though we fhould apply 
| ourfelves to thefe manufactures with the utmoft in- 
duftry, make enough ourfelves for our own ufe. 
That paper and glafs are not only convenient, 
1 but abfolutely neceflary for us, I imagine very few 
_ will contend. Some perhaps, who think man- 
kind grew wicked and luxurious, as foon as they 
found out another way of communicating their 
fentiments than by fpeech, and another way of 
dwelling than in caves, may advance fo whimfical 
an opinion. But I prefume no body will take the 
unneceffary trouble of refuting them. | 
From thefe remarks I think it evident, that we 
muft ufe paper and glafs; that what we ufe, muft 


be Briti/b; and that we muft pay the duties im- 
pofed 
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pofed unlefs thofe who fell thefe articles, are fo \ 
generous as to make us prefents of the duties they}, 

ay. | 
‘ Some perfons may think this act of no confe- q 
quence, becaufe the duties are fo fmall. A fatal i 
error. That is the very circumftance moft alarm- I" 
ing tome, For I am convinced that the authors | 
of this law would never have obtained an 4G to}. 
raife fo trifling a fum as it muft do, had they not}. 
intended by itto eftablifh a precedent for future | 
ufe. To confole ourfelves with the fmallnefs of || 
the duties, is to walk deliberately into the fnare | 
that is fet for us, praifing the neatnefs of the } 
workmanthip. Suppofe the duties impofed by the | 
late act could be paid by thefe diftrefled colo- ) 
nies with the utmoit eafe, and that the purpofes | 
to which they are to be applied, were the moft rea= } 
fonable and equitable that can be conceived, the | 
contrary of whichI hope to demonftrate before : 
thefe letters are concluded; yet even in fuch a 
fuppoted cafe, thefe colonies ought to regard the 
act with abhorrence. For who are a free people?” : 
Not thofe, over whom Government is reafonably 
and equitably exercifed, but thofe who live under | 
agovernment {0 conftitutionally checked and 2)! 
controuled, that proper provifion is made againit — 
its being otherwife exercifed. ee | 

The late act is founded on the deftru@ion of 

this conftitutional fecurity, If the parliament | 
have aright to lay a duty of four fhillings and ~ 
eight-pence on a hundred weight of glals, or a7) 
ream of paper, they havea right to lay a duty of © 
any other jum on either. They may raife the _ 
duty, as the author before quoted fays has been, 
done in fome countries, tillit ‘* exceeds feventeen 4 
or eighteen times the value of the commodity.’ 
In fhort, if they have a right to levy atax of one 


penny — 


—— — i 


Peg Ra 


benny upon us, they have a right to levy a mmil- 


tom upon us: For where does their right ftop? 
At any given number of pence, fhillings or 
2ounds ? To attempt to limit their right, after 
granting it to exift at all, is as contrary to reafon, 
’s granting it to exift at all is contrary to juftice. If 
they have any right to tax us—then, whether our 
own money fhall continue in our own pockets or 
xot, dependsno lenger on us, but on them. (a) 
* There is nothing which” “we can call our own: 
br, to ufe the words of Mr. Locke, what pros 
perty have” we in that, which another MEY, 
"y right, take, when he pleafes, to bimfelf 2?” 
Thefe duties which will inevitably he levied up 
mn us——which are now levying upon us— 
re exprefly laid for the fole purpofe of taking 
toney. This is the true definition of “ tax. 
's.” They are therefore taxes. This money is 
e be taken from us. We are therefore taxed, 
}hofe who are taxed without their own confent, 
siven by themfelves or their reprefentatives, are 
plaves. We are taxed without our own confent, 
‘xprefied by ourfelves or ourreprefentatives. We 
sre therefore—I fpeak it with gricf—I {peak it 
vith Indignation—we are (b) Slaves ! | 
Se Miferabile vulgus. 

ae A miferable tribe. 

Sr aa | haa LETTER, 
(a) Lord Camden’s fpeech, ‘e 
_ (6) ** Itis my opinion, that this kingdom has no 


: ea tolay atax upon the colonies,” The 


j-—‘‘ The diftinétion between /egiflation and taxg- 
jon is effentially neceflary to ‘liberty.”——_—_" The 
ommons of America, veprefented in their feveral af- 
‘ablics, have ever been - poflefion of this their con- 

3 Ri- 


mericans are the Sons, not the Baffards of E ngland.?? 


LETTER VIM 


My Dear Countrymen, — 

rN my opinion, a dangerous example is fet in the} 
laft aét relating to thefe colonies. ‘The powery 

- parliment to levy money upon us for raifing 4 i 
‘revenue, is therein avowed and exerted. - Regard-' 
ing the aét on this fingle principle, I muft again re- 
peat, andl think it my duty to sie end that to mel 
it appears to be unconfiitutional, = No 


J 


q 


fitutional right, of giving and granting their owt 
money, They would have been Slaves, If they had 
mot enjoyed it.” “ The idea of a virtual reprefen-| 
tation “of America in this houfe, is the moft contemp-| 
gible idea, that ever entered into. the head of. man. > 
4: does.not deferve.a {erious refutation .? 
: Mr. Pisz’s fpeech on the Stanips. 18, | 

That great, and excellent man, Lord Gambden, 
anaintains the fame opinion, His fpeech, in the, houf 
wof peers, on the declaratory ‘bill ofthe fovereignty of 
Great- Britain, aver the colonies, has lately appeared 
inoar papers. The following extraéts fo perfectly a 
gree with, and confirm the fentiments avowed in thefe 
letters, that itis hoped the inferting themi in, this. note 
awill be excufed. | 
‘«« As the affair js of the utmoft importance, and 
én its confequences may, involve the fate of kingdoms, 
I took the ftriteft review of my arguments, I re-ex- 
amined all my authorities; fully determined, if 
‘found myfelf miftaken, publickly to own my miltake, 
and giye up nay opinion: But my fearches have mort 
and more convinced me, that the Britifh parliamen’ 
have no right to tax the Americans,” te Nu 
as the doétrine EW ; itis as oldas the conftitution - 
atgrewup with it; indeed it is its fapport.’ ae 
“©. Taxation and reprefentation are infeparably united 
God hath joined them: No.Briti/h parliament can fe. 
ie ontige ‘To endearour to do it, is. to, flab. ow, 


|! 


{ 


\ 


y | 


\ 


| Noman, who confiders the conduct of the par- 
fiament fince the repeal of the Stamp-ét, and the 

difpofition of many people at home, can doubt, 

that the chief object ef attention there, is, to ufe 
Mr. Greenville’s expreflion, ‘‘ providing that the de- 
endence and obedience of the colonies be afierted and 
maintained.” Under 


= > ae 


“ My pofition is this————I repeat it—I wilh 
maintain it to my laft hour taxation and repre- 
fentation are infeparable this pofition is founded 
if the laws of nature; it is more, it is itfelf an eter- 
C 


al law of nature; for whatever is a man’s Own, 
is abfolutely his own; xo man bath a right to take it 
Me him without his confent, either @xprefled by him= 
felf or reprefentative ; whoever attempts to do it, 
attempts aninjury; whoever docs it, commits a rob- 
bery; he throws down the diftinction between Liberty 
end Slavery.” ‘© There is not a blade of grais, 
in the moft obfcure corner of the kingdom, which is not, 
which was not ever reprefented, fince the conftitution. 
began: There is not a blade of grafs, which when 
taxed‘ was not taxed hy the confent of the proprie- 
tor.” <‘* The forefathers of the Americans did not 
feave their native country, and fubject themfelves to 
every danger and diftrefs, to-be reduced to a fiate of 
Wavery. hey did not give up their rights: They 
looked for protection, and not for chains, from their 
mother country. By her they expe&ted tobe defended 
in the pofleffien of their property, andnot to be de- 
prived of it: For fhould-the prefent power continue, 
there is nothing which they can call there ow; or, to 
ufe the words of Mr. Locke, ‘‘ what property have 
they in that, which another may by right, take when 

he pleafes, to himfelf?” | 
Lt is tepofible to read this: peech, and Mr. Pitt’s,and' 
ot be charmed with the generous zeal forthe rights 
f mankind. that. glows: insevery: fentence. Thefe 

Ri great 
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‘Under my eahneabe of ails notion, foheade Q 
repealing the Stamp-4G, an act patied, dectarin 
the power of parliament to bind thefecoloniesi 

eafes whatever. Thishowever was only planting ! 
barren tree, that caft a fbade indeed over the cos || 
lonies, but yeilded no fruit. Itbeing detemined to 
enforce the authority on which the Stamp-4@ w 
founded, the parliament having never renounce 
the right, as Mr. Pitt advifed them to do;.and 
being thought proper to difguife that authority 
mich, a manner, as not again to alarm the colon 
fome little time was required to find a method, by | 
which both thefe points fhould be united. Atla 
the Ingenuity of Mr. Greenvilleand his party a 
eomplifhed the matter, as it was thought, in “ 
act for granting certain duties in the Brit ifb colo 
nies and penta tions in America, for allowing dra 
backs, ” &c. which is the title of the act layla 
duties on paper, &c. : 
The parliament having feveral times before impo : 
duties to be paid in America, tt was expected, m 
doubt, that the repetition of fuch a meafure would b 
ae ed over, as ant sJual thing. But to have don 
this, without exprelsly ‘ afferting and. maintain _ 


~ 


great and good men, gape by the fabje& the: 
ipeak upon, feem to rife above all the former gloriou 
exertions of their abilities, A> foreigner might be 
tempted to think they are Americans, afferting witl 
all the ardour of patriotifm, and all the anxiety ol 
apprehenfion, the caufe of their native land.— 
and not Britons, {triving to top their miftaken coun: 

trymen from epprefling others. Their reafoning ig) 
not only jul—— itis, as Mr. Hume fays of the cle 

quence of Demoffhenes, ‘* vehement” It is. difdain, 

anger, boldnefs, freedom, involved ina continual 
ftream of argument.’ : ; | 


ing” the power of parliament to take our money” 
without our confent, and to apply it as they pleafe, 
would not have been fufficiently declarative of its 
 fupremacy, not fufficiently depreflive of American 


| Therefore it is, that in this memorable a& we 
| find it exprefsly “« provided,” that money fhall be 
levied upon us without our confent, for purpofes, 
| that render it, if pofible, more dreadful than the 
| Stamp-A. | 
| That Act, alarming as it was, declared, the 
} money thereby to be raifed, fhould be applied 
“* tawards detain the expences of defending,- 
} protecting and fecuring the Briti/o colonies and 
| plantations in 4merica.” And it is evident from 
| the whole act, that by the word ‘* Briti/b,” were 
| intended colonies and plantations /ettled by Briti/b 
} people, and not generally, thofe fubjec? tothe Britifh 
| erown. ‘That act therefore feemed to have fome- 
thing gentle aiid kind in its intention, and to aim 
only atour own welfare: Butthe a& now objected 
| to, impofes duties upon the Briti/b colonies, ‘‘ to 
| defray the expences of. defending, protecting 
and fecuring his Majefy’s dominions in America.” 
| What a changeof words! What an incomputable 
| addition.to the expences intended by the Stamp-4ét} 
*“ His Mazefty’s dominions” comprehend not only the 
| Britith colonies, but alfo the conquered provinces of 
| Canada and Florida, and the Britith garrifons of No- 
va-Scotia; for ¢he/e do not deferve the name of ca- 
RBC ahs : | 
| _ What puftice is there in making us pay. for ‘de- 
| fending, protedting and fecuring” rhefe places? 
| What benefit can we, or have we ever derived.from 
} them? None of them was conquered for us; nor 
| will ** be defended, protected or fecured’® for us. 
In fact, however advantageous the fubduing or 
; keeping 
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keeping any of thefe countries may be to Creat: 
Britain, the acquitition is greatly injurious to thefe |; 
colonies. Our chief property confifts in lands. | 
Thefe would have been of a much greater value, |; 
if fuch prodigious additions had not been made |} 
to the Briti/b territories on this continent. The |; 
natural increafe of our own people, if confined | 
within the colonies, would have raifed the value 
ftill higher and higher every fifteen or twenty | 
years: Befides, we fhould have lived more com- }/ 
pactly together, and have been therefore more |) 
able to refift any enemy. But now the inhabi- | 
tants will be thinly fcattered over an immenfe |) 
region, as thofe who want fettlements, will choofe |; 
to make new ones, rather than pay great prices for || 
old ones. aa 

Thefe are the confequences to. the colonies, of | 
the hearty affiftance they gave to Great-Britain im | 
the late war———a war undertaken folely for her own || 
benefit. The objects of it were, the fecuring to |, 
herfelf the rich traéts of land onthe back of thefe 
colonies, with the Indian trade; and Nova-Scotia,. | 
with the fithery. Thefe and muchmore, have that’ | 
Ringdom gained’;—but the inferior animals, that ; 
hunted with the Jion, have been amply rewarded’ . 
for all the fweat and blood their loyalty coftthem, ; 
by the honour of having fweated and. bled in fuch | 
company. on 

I will not go fo far as to fay, that Canada, and , 
Neva-Scotia are curbs om New-England; the chain. 
of forts through the back woods, on the middle: » 
Provinces; and Florida, om the reft: But I will | 
venture to fay, that if the products of Canada, 
Nova-Scotia, and Florida, deferve any confidera- | 
tion, the two firft of them are only rivals of ee 
Northern. Colonies, and the other of our Southern. © 
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It thas been faid, that without the conqueft of 
thefe countries, the colonies could not have been 
“* protected, defended and fecured:” If that is, 
true, it may withas much propriety be: faid, that. 
Great-Britain could. not have been ‘‘ defended, 
protected and fecured, without that conguett: 
For the colonies are parts of her empire, which it. 
as much concerns her as thein to keep out of the 
hands of any. other power. 

But thefe colonies, when they»were much weak- 
ler, defended themfelwes, before this. conqueft was: 
made; and could again do it, againft any that 
might properly be called their.enemies.. It France. 
jand Spain indeed fhould attack them, as-members: 
of the Lriti/b empire, perhaps they might be dif- 
refled ; but it would be in a Briti/b quarrel. 

The largeit account Jhavefeen of the number 


|90,000, Florida can hardly be faid to have any inha- 
bitants, It is computed that there.are in our co- 
lonies 3,000,000. CQus-force therefore. must in- 


ftrength, that would render.us very fafe, 
_ This being the flate ef the: cafe, I cannot think 
it Just that thefe colonies, labouring under:fo ma- 


ful to them. The.fupport.of Ganadaand Florida 


isto. be laid. upon us; for we are not only to ‘*de- 
ifend protect and fecure” them, but alfo to make 


of the adminiftration of -Jaftice, and the fupport 
of civil government, im fuch provinces where it 
ball be found neceflary.” 4 


Biggs 


* 


of people in Canada, does not make them exceed’ 


creafe with a difproportion to the growth of their. 


ny misfortunes, fhould be-loaded with taxes, to. 
maintain countries, netenly net ufeful, bur hurt- 


cofts yearly, itis faid, half.a million fterling. From. 
jhence, we may make fome guels of the load: that. 


“* an adequate provifion for defraying the ch arge 
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Not one of the provinces of Canada, Nova-— 
- Scotia, or Florida, has ever defrayed thefe expen- 
ces within it/elf:; And if the duties impofed by 
the laft ftatute are collected, all of them together, 
according to the beft information I can get, will |! 
not pay one quarter as much as Penn/yivaniaalone. | 
So that the Briti/b colonies are to be drained of | 
therewards of their labour, to cherifh the fcorch- | 
ing fands of Florida, and theicy rocks of Canada |: 
and Nova-Scotia, which never will return to us 
one farthing that we fend to them. 
Great-Britain——I mean the miniftry in Great- |: 
Britain, has cantoned Canada and Florida out in- | 
to five or fix governments, and may formas ma- / 
ny more. She now has fourteen or fifteen regi- | 
gents on this continent; and may fend over as 
many more. To make ‘an adequate provifion” | 

for all thefe expences, is, no doubt tobe the cies | 
ritance of the colonies, 3 | 
Can any man believe that the duties upon p2- |i 
per, @c, are the laft that will be laid for thefe | 
purpofes ? Itis invain to hope, that becaufe it is | 
imprudent to lay duties on the exportation of ma- — 
. nufactures from a country, to colonies, as it -may : 
promote manufaétures among them, that this con- 
fideration will prevent fuch ameafure. . 
Ambitious, artful men have made it. popular, | 
and whatever injuftice or deftruction will attend it 
inthe opinion of the colonifts, at home i it will be — 
thought juft and falutary. (4) 40% ; 
The people: of Great-Britain will been told, . 
and 


(a) ‘*So credulous, as well as obftinate, are the. 
people in believing every ea wich flatters Shee Al 
prevailing Paflion.” | my 

é Kume’ 5 ‘Hin. of England, a 
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and have been told, that they are finking under am: 
‘immenfe debt———that great part of this debt has 

I been contracted in defending the colonies that. 
Ithefe are fo ungrateful and undutiful, that they 
will not contribute one rite to its payment nor 
even to the fupportiof the army now kept up for: 
‘their ‘‘ defence and fecurity” that they are rol- 

ling in wealth; and are of fo bold and republican: 
jjafpirit, that they are aiming at independence 


Jpart of their riches im:° taxes and, that every. 


Great-Britain. Thefe aflertions will be general- 
I ly believed; and the people will be perfuaded that: 


that anger will be profitable to themfelves; . 
| In truth; Great: Britain alonereceives any bene-- 
‘fic from Canada, Nova-Scotia and. Florida, and: 


} maxim of the law is drawn from reafon and juftice, 


Qui fentit commodum, fentire debet et onus; 


A FARMER... 
af My dear Countrymen; heme: 


_ pofes for which money is to be levied upon us 
by the late act of parliament. I fhall now offer to 
your confideration fome further reflections on that 
fubje&t: And, unlefs I am greatly miftaken, if 
thefe purpofes are accomplifhed. according to the 
Daas Tn Oa Ue) -eKpreyer 


that theonly way to retain them in ‘‘ obedience” a 
is to keep a ftrift watch over them, and to draw off 
burden laid upon them; is taking off fo much from. 
they cannot be too angry: with their colonies, as: 
| therefore fhe alone ought to maintainthem. Theold- 


‘and never could be more properly applied, than in: 


: ‘They who feel the benefit, ought to feel the burden, .. 


I HAVE made fome A bleeeutious: on the purpe- 


rye} | 


exprefed intention of the ad, they will be found| 
effectually to fuperfede that authority in our re-|; 
fpective aflemblies, which is effential to liberty, 
The queftion it not, whether fome branches be 
Jopt off——The axe is laid to the root of the tree;| 
and the whole body muft infallibly perifh, if we} 
remain idle fpectators of the work, | ee 

No free people ever exifted, or can ever exift 
without keeping, to ufe a common, but ftrong | 
exprefiion, ‘‘ the purfe ftrings,’” in their ownhands, | 
_ Where this is the cafe, they have a conftitutional 
_ebeckupen theadminiftration, which may aay | 


de brought into order without violence: Butwhere | 
fuch a power is not lodged in the people, oppref= 
tion proceeds. uncontrouled in its career, till the 
governed, tranfported into rage, feek redrefs in 
the midft of blood and confufion. — a 
The elegant and ingenious Mr. Hume, fpeakin 
of the Angl=Norman government, fays—‘‘ Prins 
ces and Minifters were too ignorant, to be them 
fclves fenfible of the advantage attending an equi 
table adminiftration, and there was no eftablifhed — 
council or aflembly, which could protect the people, 
and by withdrawing fupplies, regularly and peace=_ 
ably admonith the king of his duty, and en/ure 
the execution of the laws.” Se cn ce 
Thus this great man, whofe political reflections. 
are fo much admired, makes this power one of 
the foundations of liberty. me Re ze 
The Engli/h hiftory abounds with inftances 
proving that thisis the proper and fuccefsful wa 
to obtain redrefs of grievances. How often have 
kings and minifters endeavoured to throw off th 
legal curb upon them, by attempting to raife mon 
_ by avariety of inventions, under pretence of la 
without having recourfe to parliament prep : 
exen 


Cn)” 


often have they been brought to reafon, and peace- 
ably obliged to do juftice, by the exertion of this 
conftitutional authority of the people, vefted in 
their reprefentatives ? 
The inhabitants of thefe colonies have, on num- 
berlefs. occafions, reaped the benefit of this au- 
thority lodged in ther affemblies. | 
It has been for along time, and now is, a con- 
ftant inftruction to all governors, to obtain a per- 
manent {apport for the officers of government. But 
asthe author of ‘‘ the adminitration of the colo- 


nies” fays, ‘‘ this order of the crown is generally, 


if not univerfally, rejeéted by the legiflatures of 


the colonies.’” 


They perfe&ly know how much their grievances 
would be regarded, is they had no other method 
of engaging attention, than by complaining.— 
Thofe whorule, are extremely apt to think well 


1 of the conftructions made by themfelves in fupport 


of theirown power.. The/e are frequently errone- 
ous, and pernicious to thofe they govern. Dry 
remonitrances to fhew that fuch coniftructions are 
wrong and opprefiive, carry very little weight 
with them, in the opinion of perfons who gratify 
their own inclinations in making thefe conftruc- 
‘tions, They cannot underftand the reafoning that 
oppofes their power anddefires. But let it be made 


| their intereftto underftand fuch reafoning—and a 


wonderful light isinftantly thrown upon the mat- 


x7 


_ ter; andthen rejected remonftrances become as 


clear as (a) “ proofs of holy writ.” 
- The three moft important articles that our af- 


_ femblies, or any legiflatures can provide for, are, 


_Firft—the defenee of the fociety: Secondly— 


- (a) Shake/peare. 
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‘miflions from the crown “ during good bebavi- 
cur.” and have falaries fuitable to gheir dignity, 
fettled on them by parliament, ‘The purity ot the 


of the wifdom with which it was made. 
- But in thefe colonies, how fruitle{s has beem 
every attempt to have the judges appointed ** du- 
ring good behaviour?” Yet whoever confiders the 
matter will foon perceive, that fuch commiffions are 
pbeyond all comparifon more neceflary in thefe co- 
Jlonies, than they were in England. 
The chief danger to the fubjeét there, arofe 
jfrom the arbitrary defigns of the crown; but here, 
jthe time may come, when we may have to con- 
tend with the defign of the crown, and of a mighty 
; ree ali What then muft be our chance, when 
the laws of life and death-are to be fpoken by 


{2 riti/b prejudices--and backed by a ftandin g army-- 
Jfupported out of our own pockets, to ‘‘aflert 
and maintain” our own * dependence and obe- 


But fuppofing that through the extreme lenity 
at will prevail im the government through all 


h 


7 


* 


hing like the campaign of chief juftice eferies, 
get what innumerable aéts of injuftice may be 
fommitted, and how fatally may the principles of 
fiberty be fapped, by a fucceffion of judges wtter- 


ng fentiments inconfiftent with freedom, will. al- 
Vays meet with fmiles; while the honeft and brave 
anen, who difdain to facrifice their native land to 
| own advantage, but on every occafion bold- 

indicate her caufe, will conftantly be regarded 
ee M , with 


we, 


courts of law fince this eftablifhment, is 3 proof © 


gjudges totally dependent on that crown, and that 
jtingdom--fent over perhaps from thence--filled with ~ 


future ages, thefe colonies will never behold any 


JY independent of the people? Before fuch judges, 
pe fupple wretches, who cheerfully join in avow- 


aa yo) 


with frowns. There are two other confiderations 

relating to this head, that deferve the moft feri- } 
‘ous attention. ee a . 

By the late a&t, the officers of the cuftoms ar 
“ empowered to enter into any houfe, war 
fhop, cellar, or other place in the Briti/b colonie 
or plantations in America, to fearch for or feiz 


juftice having jurifdiction within fuch colony or i 
plantation refpectively, . Mt 


ftrenuoufly contended, that fuch a power was 
dangerous to freedom, and exprefly contrary t 
the common law, which ever regarded a man’ 
Hioufe as his caftle, or a place of perfect fecurity. 

If fuch a power wasin the leaft degree danger 
ous there, it muftbe utterly deftruétive to liberty 
here. For the people there have two fecuritie : 
againft the undue exercife of this power by the 
grown, which are wanting with us, if the late act 4 
takes place. In the firft place, if any injuftice is 
done there, the perfon injured may bring his a¢tion  ; 
againft the offender, and have it tried before 
independent judges, who are (a) no parties in com- . 

ai is -. mitting: 


oe 


“bay The writs for fearching' houfes jnEngland,are to } | 
, | a | 
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mitting the injury. Here he muft have it tried 
Hbefore dependent judges, being the men whe 
V granted the writ. Ne : Veena 
_ To fay, that the caufe is to be tried by a jury, 
can never reconcile men who have any idea of 
}freedom, tofucha power. For we know, that 
Niherifs in almoit every colony on this continent, 
are totally dependent on the crown; and _ packing 
of juries has been frequently practifed even in the 
capital of the Briti/h empire. Even if juries are 
well inclined, we have too many inftances of the 
influence of over-bearing unjuft judges upon» 
them, The brave and wife men who accomplithed 
the revolution, thought the independency of judges, 
effential to freedom. ; 
The other fecurity which the people have at 
home, but which we fhall want here in this, 

If this power is abufed there, the parliament, 
the grand refource of the oppreiled people, is 
ready to afford relief. Redrefs of grievances muft 
recede grants of money. But what regard can we 
xpect to have paid to ouraflemblies, when they 
Pvill not hold even the puny privilege of French 
Parliaments——that of regiftering, before they . 
#ive putin exccution, the edicts that take away our 
money? 
The fecond confideration above hinted at, is 
his, There is a confufion in our laws, that is 
#juite unknown in Great-Britain. As this cannot 
né-defcribed in a more clear or exact manner, 
aan has been done by the ingenious author of the 
Bniftory of New-York, I beg leave to ufe his words, 
WW‘ The fate of our laws opens a door to much 
Montroverfy, The uncertainty with refpe& to 

é Bee the -»- . them, 


ecranted ‘underthe feal of the court of exchequer,’’ 
if ccording to the ftatute and that fealis kept by 
he chancellor of the exchequer. 4th Inft. p. 104. 

| : a 
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them, renders preperty precarious, and greatly | 
expofesus to the arbitrary decifion of bad gudges. | 
‘Phe common law of England is generally received, |i 
together with fuch ftatutes as were enacted before } 
we had a legiflature of our own; but our courts } 
exéPcife a fovereign authority, in determining what |! 
parts of the common and fiatute law ought to be ex-  } 
i tended: Tor it muft be admitted; that the differ- |: 
ence of circumftances neceflarily requires us, in | 
fome cafes, to reject the determination of both. In | 
many inftances, they have alfo extended even acts | 
of parliament, pafled fince we had a diftinét le- | 
giflature, which is greatly adding to our confufion. | 
The practice of our courts is no lefs uncertain | 
than the law. Some of the Engli/h rules are a- | 
dopted, others rejected. Two things therefore | 
feem to be abfalutely neceffary for the public fecuri- || 
ty. Firft, the paffing an act for fettling the ex- 7 
tent of the Engii/b laws. Secondly, that the | 
courts ordain a general fett of rules for the regu 
lation of the practice.” | i 
How eafy it will be, under this *‘ ftate of our ' 


laws,” for an artful judge, to actin the moft ar- | 
bitrary manner, and yet cover his conduét under 
fpecious pretences; and how. difficult ie will be’ 
forthe injured people to obtain relief, may be! 

eadily perceived. We may take avoyage of 3000 
miles to complain; and after the trouble and ha» 4 
zard we have undergone, we may be told, that ° 
the collection of the revenue, and maintenance of — 
the prerogative, muft notbe difcouraged and | 
if the mifbehaviour is fo grofs.as to admit of no — 
juftification, it may befaid, that it was an errore. 
in judgment only, arifing from the confufion e ' 
our laws, andthe zeal of the King’s fervants to 
do their duty. - ) ve mee 


a 


i 
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‘leafure of the crown, yet if their falaries are 
during the pleafure of the people, there will be fome 
check upon their conduct. Few men will confent 


thofe among whom theylive, for the empty ho- 
nour of being judges. It is the fordid love of 

gain, that tempts men to turn their backs on vir- 
tue, and pay their homage where they ought not. 
As to the third particular, ‘‘ the fupport of ci- 
vil government”’ few words will be fufficient. 
Every man of the leaft underftanding muft know, 
chat the executive powers may be exercifed in‘ a 
manner fo difagreeable and harrafling to the peo- 


joe enabled, by the gentleft method which human 
policy has yet been ingenious enough to invent, 
hat is, by fbutting their hands, to “‘ admonifb’” 
las Mr. Hume fays) “ certain perfonsof their duty.” 
What fhall we now think when, upon looking 
nto the date a&, we find the afflemblies of thefe 
Jorovinces thereby ftript of their authority on thefe 
everal heads ? The declarod intention of the act 
is, * chat a revenue fhould be raifed in his Ma- 
efty’s Dominions in America, for making a more 
sertain and adequate provifion for defraying the 
Wtharge of the adminiftration of Juftice, and the 
‘upport of civil government in fuch provinces 
where it fhall be found neceflary, and towards 
Hrurther defraying the expences of defending, pre- 
*eGing and fecuring the {aid dominions. . 
Let the reader paufe here one moment—and 
refleét—whether the colony in which he lives, has 
} not made fuch “‘ certain and adequate provifion” 
§ for thefe purposes as is by the colony judged fuita- 
ble to its abilities, and all other circumftances.—— 


‘places 


Tf the commiffions of judges are during the’ 


to draw on themfelves the hatred and contempt of 


sle, that it is abfolutely requifite, that they fhould 


Then, let him reficct—whether if this ad} takes 


place, money is not to be raifed on that colony | 
without its confent, to make “‘ provifion” for thofe 
picoter, which it does not judgetobe fuitable » 
ts abilities, and all other circumftances. — Laftly, 
let him refleét—whether the people of that count J 
are notin a ftate of the moft abject flavery, whofe| | 
property may be taken from them under the no-|) 
tion of right, when they have refufed to give it. — 
For my part I think I have good reafon for Vins | 
dicating the honour of the aflembles on this con-| 
tinent, “by publicly afferting, that they have made 
as ‘* certain and adequate provifion” for the purpofes | 
above mentioned, as they cught to have made, and} 
that it fhould not be prefumed, that they will not| 
do ithereafter. Why then fhould ¢he/e mof im 
portant trufis be wrefted out of their hands ? | 
Why fhould they not now be permitted to enjoy | 
that authority, which they have exercifed from | 
the firft fettlement of thefe colonies? Why fhould | 
they be fcandalized by this innovation, when their 
refpective provinces are now, and will be for feve- | 
ral years, labouring under loads of debt, impofed , 
on them for the very purpofe now fpoken of ? | 
Why fhould all the inhabitants of thefe colonies 
be, with the utmoft indignity, treated as a herd , 
of defpicable ftupid wretches, fo utterly void of , 
common fenfe, that they will nat even make : 
‘¢ adequate provifion’’ for the “ adminiftration i, 
of juftice, and the fupport of civil government” i, 
among them; or for their own ‘‘ defence’’— 4 


1) 
\ 
y 


a a though without fuch ‘ provifien” every people i, 
aaa bl muft inevitably be overwhelmed with anarchy and 
‘i if 4 f x 


L -  deftruétion? Isit poffible to form an idea of 2 
. flavery more complete, more miferable, more dif. q 
graceful, than that of a people, where jnftice is , 
adminiftered, government exercifed, anda ftand- | 
ing army maintained, at the expence of the peo- 


; | ete i 


es and yet without the leaft dependence upon them? 
f we can find no relief from this infamous fitua- 
jon, let Mr. Greenville fet his fertile fancy again 
t work, and as by one exertion of it he has ftript 
1s Of Our property and liberty, let him by another 
leprive us of our underftanding; that, uncon- 
Icious of what we have been or are, and ungoaded 
by tormenting reflections, we may bow down our 
necks, with all the ftupid ferenity of fervitude, to 
ny drudgery, which our lords and mafters {hall 


leafe to command. on, 

When the charges of the ‘adminiftration of 
araiee the ‘‘ fupport of civil government, ‘‘and 
he expences of ‘* defending *‘ protect- 
ag and fecuring’? us, are provided for, I 
hould be glad to know, upon what occafions the 
rown willever call our aflemblies together. Some 
ew of them may meet of their own accord, by 
irtue of their charters. But what will they have 
jo do, when they are met? To what fhadows will 
ney be reduced? The men whofe deliberations 
eretofore hadinfluence on every matter relating 
» the Ligerty and bappine/s of themfelves and their 
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airs at leaft, might well be compared to that of 
.oman fenators, will now find their deliberations 
af no more confequence, than thofe of confta- 
ies. They may perhaps be allowed to make laws 
| ie the yoking of hogs, or pounding of firay cattle. 
heir influence will hardly be permitted to extend 
high, as the keeping roads in repair, as that 
jufinefs may more properly be executed by thofe 
ho receive the public cafh. One moft memora- 
jl¢ example in hiftory is fo applicable to the point 
\jow infifted on, that it will form a juft conclufi- 
jin of the obfervations that have been made. 
I) Spain was once free. Their Cortes refembled 
| our 


onftituents, and whofe authority in domeftic af- 
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our parliaments. No money could be raifed or 
the fubject, without their confent. One of their). 
Kings having received a grant from them, to main-|. 
tain a war againft the Moors, defired, that it the|, 
fum which they had given, fhould not be fuffici-|. 
cient, he might be allowed, for that emergency}: 
only, to raife more money without affembling thel, 
Cortes. The requeft was violently oppofed by the). 
beft and wifeft men in the affembly, It was, how- 
ever, complied with by the votes of a majority;)|, 
and this fingle conceffion was a precedent for other', 
concefiions of the like kind, until at laft the crown 
obtaineda general power of raifing money, in|, 
cafes of neceflity.. From that period the Cortes), 
ocafed to be ufeful,—the people ceafed to be free. 
Venienti occurrite morbo. — Ca age 

Oppofe a difeafe at its beginning. = 
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| LETTER X23) al 
My dear Countrymen, — ye | 


hs confequences, mentioned in the laft lete | 
ter, will not be the utmoft limits ofour mifery | 
and infamy, if the late avis acknowledged to be. 
binding uponus. We feel too fenfibly, that any 
minifterial meafures (a) relating to thefe colonies, ' 
——_—__ ——— — - ———- ———- | 

(4) The. gentleman muff not wonder be was not ' 
contradicted, when, as minifter, be aferted the right t 
of parliament te tax America. I know not how it 
is, butthere is a mode/ly in this houfe, which does 
not choofe to contradia a minifter. I wifh gentlemen’, 
would get the better ofthis modefty. Jf they do mot, , 
perhaps the collective body may begin to abate of its, 
cefped for the reprofentative.” Mr. Piti’s Speech, | 


bs ti a 


Aa foon carried fuccefsfully thr ugh the parlia- 
ment. Certain prejudices operate there fo ftrongly 
againft us, that it may be Juftly queftioned, whe- 
ther all the provinces united, will ever be able ef- 
fectually to call to an account before the parlia- 
ment, any minifter who fhall abufe the power by 
the late act givento the crown in 4merica. He 
may divide the fpoils torn from us in what man- 
ner he pleates, andwe /hall have ns way of making 
him refponfible. If he fhould order, that every 
governor thall have a yearly falary of socol. fter- 
ing ; every chief juice of 30001. every inferior 
ificer in proportion ; and fhould then reward the 


aes 


noft profligate, ignorant, or needy dependents 
n himfelf or his friends, with places of the 
preateft truft, becaufe they were of the greateft 
profit, this would be called an arrangement in: 
ponfequence of the “ adequate provition for de- 
‘raying the charge of the adminiftration of juftice,, 
ind the fupport of civil government :” And: if 
he taxes fhould prove at any time infufficient 
0 anfwer all the expences of the numberlefs offi- 
és, which minifters may pleafe to create, furely 
he houfe of commons will be fo. “ modeft” as not 
jo ‘contradict a minifter” who {hall tell them, it is. 
ecome: neceflary to lay a new tax upon the colo-- 
ues, for the laudable 


ort Of civil government” among them.Thus yin fad 


. be. 
( Within thisaét (ffatute de tallagio non con~ 

are all new offices ereéted: with new fees, or 
a Ottices with new feés, for that is atallage put. 
pon the fubject, which cannot be done without com-. 
onaffent by a& of parliament. And this doth nota- 


+ IV, where the commons complain, that an office: 
Me | N. was. 


Y appear by a petition in parliament in anno 12 


purpofes of defraying the: 
harges of the ‘‘adminiftration of juftice, and fup-. 


ve fhall be (4) taxed. by minifters. In fhort, it will. — 
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be in their power to fettle upon us any civil, ecclefiafe 
tical, or nulitary eftablifhment, which they choofe, 
We may perceive, by the example of /reland, 
how eager minifters arc to feize upon any fettled |/ 
revenue, and apply it in fupporting their owm |} 
power. Happy arethe men, and happy the pea- | 
ple, who grow wife by the misfortunes of others 
Earneftly, my dear countrymen, dol befeech t 
Author of all good gifts, that you may grow 
in this manner; and if I may be allowed to ta 
fucha liberty, I beg leave to recommend to you. 
gencral asthe beft method of attaining this wildom, 
diligently to ftudy the hiftories of other countric 
You will there find all the arts, that can poffibly 
be praétifed by cunning rulers, or falfe patrio 
among yourfelves, fo fully delineated, that ¢ 
ging names, the account would ferve for your 0 
zimes. | 


[tis 


ipally 


was ereéted for meafurage of.cleths and canvas, with 
a new fee for the fame, by colour of the king’s letters” 
patent , and pray that thefe letters patent ma: 
revoked, for that the king could ereét no. offices wi 
new fees to be taken of the people, who may. not fo b 
charged but by parliament.” — ad Lah. Po sg3e 
- (ce) An enquiry into the legality of penfions on th 
Jrifh eMablithment, by Alexander M‘Auley, Efq 
one of the King’s council, Oc, iat 
Mr. M‘Aulay concludes his piecein the followi 
beautiful manuer. ‘* Jf any penfions have be 
: eae Mes - obtaine 


ens 
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Lipally from. the Excife eranted for pay of the 
wmy, and defraying other. public charges, in de- 


“nce and prefervation of the kingdom? — from the 
\e bs tonnage 
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}pbtained on that eftablifhment, to ferve the corrupt 
purpofe of ambitious Men.——If his Maijefty’s re- 
renues of Jreland have been employed in penfions, 
to debauch his Majefty’s fubjeéts of both kingdoms. 


n penfions, for corrupting men of that kingdom to 
Setray their country; aad men of the neighbouring 
singdom, to betray both.._———It Jri/> penfions 
aye been procured, to /uppart gameffers. and gaming- 
boufes; promoting a vice which threatens national 
ruin,we- If penfions have been purloined out of the 
tional treafure of Ineland, under the mafk of fala- 
ries annexed to public offices, ufelefs. ta the. nation s 
sewly invented, for the purpofes. of egruption.—— 
if Ireland, jult beginning to recover from the devaf-. 
ations of maflacre and rebellion, be obfiruéted in. 
he progrefs of her cure, by fwarms of penfionary 
rultures preying on her vitals.—_—_If, by fquan- 


ei ‘the national fubftance of Jre/and, in a licen- 


pmploying it in nourifhing and improving her infant 
Akgriculture, trade and manufactures, or in erate 
Wnaing and reforming her poor, ignorant, deluded, 
Joiferable natives (by nature moft amiable, moft valu- 
ble, moft worthy of public attention)——If, by 
Juch abufe of. the national fubftance, floth and nafti- 


SSE 


Popery, depopulation and. barbarifm, ftill. maintain 
Gheir ground; fill: deforma country, aboundin 

Wvith all the riches-of nature, yet. hitherto deftined to 
veggary._——If fuch penfions be found on the Jrifh 


; aS 


ers of publick infamy; adequate, if, poflible, to the 


lifhonour of their crime.” 


——If the treafure of /re/aud has been expended - 


ious, unbounded profufion of penfions, inftead of 


| iefs, cold and hunger,. nakednefs and wretchednefs,. 


: = -- | 
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totidage and additional poundage granted ‘ for} 
protesting the trade of the kingdom at fea; and aug- 
menting the public revenue’—-—from the hearth 


lic fervice, but which were plainly fo intended. 


_ grofs. encroachments; by this fpecious argument— 
«© That expending acompetent part of the pud 


money granted——as a ‘‘ pudlic revenue for pub- i 


lic charges and expences.” ‘There are fome othera | 
branches of the revenue, concerning which there _ 
is not any expre/s appropriation of them. for pub- fl 


Of thefe branches of the revenue the crown 
is only truftee fox the public. They are unalien- — 
able. ‘They are inapplicable to any other pur- [| 
pofes, but thofe for which they were eftablifhed; ~ } 
and therefore are not /egally chargeable with | 
penfions. 

There is ‘oie ena of revenue, which is a 
private revenue. This is not limitted to any pub- 
licufes; but the crown has the fame property in it, 
that any perfon has in his eftate. This does not. 
amount, atthe moft, to Fifteen thoufand Pounds 
a year, probably not to Seven, and is the only re- 
venue, that can be legally charged. with pemfions,. 

It minifters were accftomed.to-regard the rights: 
or happinefs of the people, the penfions in Jre- 
land would not exceed the fum juft. mentioned: 
But long fince have they exceeded that limit; and. 
in December . 1765, a. motion was made 1 a the: 
houfe of commons in that kingdom, to addrefs. 
his Majefty on the great increafe of penfions on. 
the Jri/h eftablifhment, amounting to the fum: of 
158,6851.——in the lait two years. 

Attempts: have been made to glofs over chek 


revenue inpenfions, from a principle of charity 
or generofity, adds to the dignity of the crown 
and is therefore ufeful to the public.” To 
rea? ant aay wg it mutt, appear that oy 
: penfions 3 
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pentions proceed from “ charity or genergfity Oi 
ly”——and that it ‘‘adds to the dignity of the 
crown,” to aét direéily contrary to law.— 


From this conduct towards Jreland, in open 


revenue of 4mericainhis own hands, to be dif: 
pofed of at his own pleafure: Forall the monies 
raifed by the late aét are to be “applied by virtue 
of warrants under the fign manual, counterfigned 
by the high treafurer, or any three of the com- 
_miffioners of the treafury.” The “ Refidue” in- 
deed is to be ‘ paid into the receipt of the exche- 
quer, and to be difpofed of by parliament.” So 
_ that a minifter will have nothing to do, but to 
take care, that there fhall be no ‘‘ refidue,” and 
he is fuperior to all controul, : 
__Befides the burden of the penfions in lreland, 


which have enormoufly increafed within thefe 


few years, almoft all the offices in that poor king- 
dom, have been fince the commencement of the 


j prefent century, and now are beftowed upon 


Jirangers. For though the merit of -perfons born 

there, juftly raifes them to places of high truft 

when they go abroad, as all Lurope can witnefs, 

yet he is an uncommonly lucky Jri/bman, who can 

get a good poft in his native country. 

_ When I confider the (2) manner in which that 
€ Wis) ifland 


‘ 
- 


(2) In Charles the fecond’s time, the houfe of 
¢ommons, influenced by fome faéious demagocues, 
were refolved to. prohibit the importation of lrifla 
cattleinto Exgland. Among other arguments in fa- 
vour of /reland it was infiled——** That by cutting 
off almoft entirely the trade between the kingdoms, 
all the natural bands of union were diffolved, and 


nothing remained to keep the Jri/h in their duty, 
but force and violence.” PC Se oath A Cuts? 


violation of law, we may eafily forefee what we 
may expect, when a minifter will have the whole 
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ifiand has been uniformly deprefied for fo many 
years paft, with this pernicious particularity of 


Ree -@- 


« Theking (fays Mr. Hume, in the hittory of 
England) was fo convinced of the juitneis of thefe 
reafons, that he uied all his intereit to oppole the 

bill, and he openly declared, that he could not give 

his affent to it with a fafe confcience. But the com-_ 

mons were refolute in their purpole.” And the’ |i 
{pirit of tyranny, of which watisns are as fulceptible — 
as individuals, had animated the Lxgish, extremely 
to exert their fuperiority over their aependent fate, | 
No affair could be condu@ed with greater violence 
than this by the commons. They even went fo far 4 | 
in the preamble-of the bill, as to declare the impor: 
tation of Jri/p cattle to be a nufance By this ex- ? 
preffion they gave icope to their paffion, and at the / 
fame time barred the king's prerogative, by which i 
he might think himéfelf entitled to difpenfe withalaw, ? 
fo full of injuftice and bad policy. The lords expunged | 
the word, but as the king was fenfible that no fup-_ 
ply would be given by the commons, unlefs they — 
were gratified in all their prejudices, he was obliged |! 
both to employ his intereft with the peers, to make | 
the bill pafs, and to give the royal affent to it. He | 
could not, however, dorbear exprefling his difplea-— q 
fare, at the jealoufly entertained againit him, andat 
the intention which the commons ‘difcovered, of re- 
trenching his prerogative, MG 4 
Thislaw brought great diftrefs for fome time up- 


Sey 


bl i 


on /reland, but it has oecafioned their applying - 
with greater induftry to manufaétures, and has*' 
proved in theiflue beneficial tothat kingdom. ~ 4 
_ Perhaps the fame reafon occafioned the ‘* barring — 
the king’s prerogative” in the late a& fulpending the 
legiflation of New-York. : a 
"Vhis we may be affured of, that we are as dear 


no hig Majelty, as the people of Great-Britain are 


LP Ee 


| and yet 
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their (6) parliament continuing as long as the 
crown pleates, [am aftonifhed to obferve fuch @ 
love of liberty ftill animating that yal and gene- 
reus nation; and nothing can raife higher my 
idea of the integrity and (c) public fpirit of a peo- 


ple, 


Ve are iis jubjects as well as they, amd as faitiiiud 
fubjects ; and his Majely has given too many, too 
conftant proofs of his piety and virtue, for any man 
to think it poflible, that fuch a prince can make any 
unjuft ditingion between fuch fubje&ts. It makes no 
difference to his Majefy, whether fupplies are ratfed 
in Great-Britain, or America; but it makes fome 
diference to the commons of that kingdom. 

To fpeak plainly as becomes an honeft man ow 
fuch inrportant occafions, all our misfortunes are 
owing to aluftof powerin men of abilities and in- 
fluence. This prompts them to feek popularity by 


_ expedients profitable to themfelves, though ever fo 
| dettructive to their country. ; 


Such is the ascurfed nature of Jawlefs ambition, 
What heart but melts at the thought ! 
—-Such falfe, deteftable patriots, in crvery nation, 


| have-led their blind, coniding country, fhouting 


their applaufes, into the jaws of {hime and ruia, 
May the wifdom and goodnefs of the people of 
Great-Britain, fave them from the ufual fate of 


nations, 
r a4 


sientem mortalia tangunt.”" 

(4) The lat Jif) parliament continued 23 -years, 
during all the late king’s reign. The prefent. par- 
lhament there has continued from the beginning of 
this reign, and probably will continue till this reign 
ends. 

(c) I aminformed that within thefe few years, 


|) 4 petition was prefented to the houle of commons, 


Metting forth, “* thet. herrings were imported into 
Areland from fom foreign parts of the north fo cheap, 


jas to. difcourage the Britifa herring fiihery, and 


: ~ therefore 
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ple, who have preferved the facred fit ie freee 
dom from being extinguifhed, though the altar 
on which it burnt, has been overturned? 

In the fame manner fhall we ungueftionably bee | 
treated, asfoon as the late taxes laid upon us, 
fhall make pofts in the ‘‘ government,” and the: |; 
‘* adminiftration. of juftice” here, worth the atten * |: 
tion of perfons of influence in Great-Britain, We | 
now enough already to fatisfy us of this truth. |: 
ae, oe wili not be the worft part of ovr cafe? ah 
c principals in all great offices will refide in} 
ng ad, making fome paltry allowance to depu-. 
ties for doing the bufineis fere. Let any man 
confider what an exhaufting drain this muft be- 
upon us, when minifters are poflefled of the pow- 
er of affixing what falaries they pleafe to pofts, 
and he muft be convinced how deftrudtive the late 
ack will be. The injured se gaan lately mention=— 
theretore praying that ome remedy might be applied. 
in that behalf by parliament ’——— ee 

That upon this petition, the houfe came. to.a refer ih 
lution, to impofe a duty of Two Shillings fterling q 
on every barre! of foreign herrings. imported into | 
Treland; but afterwards dropped the affair, forfear of ' 
engaging in a difpute with, i as about the right of +i y 

‘taxing! her, | 

So much higher was the opinion, whieh the howls { 
entertained of the fpirit of Ireland, than of that. of 
there colonies. ( 

I find, in the laf Engli/h papers, that the etoile | 
tion and firmnefs with which the people of Ireland 
have lately afferted their freedom, have been fe> ' 
alarming in Great- Britain, thatthe lord lieutenant in ' 
his fpeech on the 20th of laft ogtober, ‘recommended | 
to that parliament, that fuch provifion may be made 
for fecuring the judges inthe enjoyment oftheir offices. 
and appointments, during their br behaviour, 5 
fhall be thought mofk expedient.” 


a Se a oe Se ee ee 
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ed, ean tellus the mifchiefs of abfentees; and we 

may perceive already the fame difpofition taking 

place with us. The government of New-York has 
been exercifed byadeputy. That of Virginia is — 
now held fo; and we know of a number of fecre- e 
| taryfhips, colleétorfhips, and other offices held in a 
the fame manner. | &§ 
Frue itis, that ifthe people of Great-Britain i di 


were not too much blinded by the paflions, that 
have been artfully excited in their breafts, againft 
their dutiful children the colonitts, thefe confi- | 
_derations would be nearly as alarming to them as if 
tous. Theinfluence of the crown was thought lau 
by wife men, many years ago, too great, by rea- 
fon of the multitude cf penfions and places be- 
‘ftowed by it. Thefe have been vaftly increafed — ie 
fince, (a) and perhaps it would be no difficult | 
taatter to prove that the people have decreafed. 1 
Le | Recil ‘Surely a 
~ What an important concetiiou‘1s thus obtained, 
by making demands becoming ‘reemen, with a cou- 
rage and perfeveranece becoming freemen. b 
| {a) One of theréafonsurged by that great and 
honeft ftatefman Sir William Temple, to Charles. the 
Second, in hisfamous remonftrance, to diffuade him 
from aiming at arbitrary power, was, that the. king . 
‘© had few offices to beltow.” Hume's Hilt. of ei 
Angland, | 


© Tho’ the wings of prerogative have been clipt, an 
the influence of the crown is greater than ever it was - 


in any period of our hiftory. For when we confider in mf 
} how many Boroughs the government has the votes at -& 
/command, whenwe confider the yait body of perfons | 

employed in the collection of the revenue, in every part Re 
of the kingdom, the inconceivablenumber of placemen,. ae 
and candidates for places in the cuftoms, in the excife,. 
in the poft office, in the dock-yards, in the ordnance, ia ie 
9 the falt office, in the amps, in the navy aad victualling . 
; 4 offices,  - 
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Surely therefore, thofe who with the welfare |: 
ef their country, ought ferioufly to reflect, what } 
may be the confequence of fuch a new creation }' 
of offices, in the difpofal of the crown. The |! 
army, the adminiftration of juftice, and the civil | 
government here, with fuch falaries as the crown |/ 
fhall pleafe to annex, will extend minifterial in-} 
fluence as much beyond its former bounds, as |} 
the late war did the Briti/b dominions. iis Oh 

But whatever the people of Great-Britain may 
‘think on this occafion, I hope the people of thefe 
‘colonies will unanimoufly join in this fentiment, 
that the late actof parliament is injurious to their 
liberty, and that this fentiment will unite them ig 
a firm oppofition to it, in the fame manner as the | 
dread of the Stamp-A& did. a 

Some perfons may imagine the fums to be raifed | 
by it, are but fmall, and therefore may be inclined. ' 
to acquiefce under it. A’conduétmore dangerous | 
to frecdom,.as before has been obiferved, can ' 

oa never ° 


offices, and in a variety of other departments ; when } 
we confider again the extenfive influence of the money: 
corporations, fubfcription jobbers and contrattors,. ; 
the endlefs dependencies created by the obligations. ; 
conferred on the bulk of the gentlemen's Gade. 
throughout the kingdom, wha have relations pre- 
ferred in our navy and numerovs ftanding army ; . 
when I fay, we confider how wide, how binding a- 
dependence on the crown isereated by the above enu- , 
merated particulars, and the great, the enormous, , 
weight and influence which:the crown derives from this. , 
extenfive dependence upon its favour and power, any. 
lord in waiting, any lord of the bedchamber, any. 
man may be appointed minilter.” pieamerne: 

A doftrine to this effe@tis faid to have been the. 
advice of L—— H———.. Late News Papers. . 2) 
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never be adopted. Nothing is wanted at home 
but a (4) precedent, the force of which fhall be 


eftablifhed, by the tacit fubmiffion of the colonies. 


With what zeal was the ftatute ereéting the poft- 
office, and another relating to the recovery of 
debtsin America, urged and tortured, as prece- 


Vents in the dupport of the Stamp- 4c, tho’ wholly 


inapplicable? if the parliament fucceeds in this 
attempt, other ftatutes will impofe other duties. 
Inftead of taxing ourfelves, as we have been ac- 


I cuftomed to do, from the firft fettlement of theie 
provinces, all our ufual taxes will be converted 


into parliamentary taxes on our importations ; and 


i thus the parliament will levy upon us fuch tums of 
money as they choole to tke, without any ether 
Wiimitation, than their pleafure. ; 


We know how much labour and care have been 
beftowed by thefecolonies, in laying taxes in fuch 


‘amanner, thatthey thould be moit eafy to the 

| people, by being laid on the proper articles: moft 

equal, by being proportioned to every man’s cir- 

i cumftances; and cheapeit, by the method directed 
for collecting them. 7 


But parliamentary taxes will be Jaid on us, with- 
eut any confideration, whether there is any eafier 


mode. The only point regarded willbe, the cer- 
tainty of levying the taxes, and not the conveni- 


‘i ence 


eee © 


(5) Here may be obferved, that when any ancient 


aw or cuftom of parliament is broken, and the 
I crown poflefled of a precedent, how dificult a thing 
it is toreftore the fubje@ again to his former free- 


dom aud Safety.” 2d Coke's Inff. p. 529. , 
‘© It is almoft incredible to forefee, when any 


‘maxim or fundamental law of this realm is altered 
(as elfewhere hath been obferved) what dangerous 


inconveniences do follow.” 4th Coke's Inf. p. 41. 


“their valt eftates are to be ‘ fecured’’ by the taxes of 
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ence of the people on whom they are to belevied s | 
and therefore all {tatutes on this head will be fuch| 
as will be moft likely, according: to the favourite | 
phrafe, ‘‘ to execute themfelves.” | 
. Taxes in every free ftate have been, a ought|, 
to be, as exactly proportioned as is poffible to the\, 
abilities of thefe who are to pay them, ‘Uhey cannot|, 
~otherwife be suff. Evena Hottentotf would come) 
prehend the unreafonablenefs of making a poor 
man pay as much for ‘ defending” the property }, 
of arich man, as the rich man pays himfelf, # |, 

Let any per fon look i into the late act of parlia- | 
ment, and he will immediately perceive, that the | 
immenfe eftates of Lord Fairfax, lord (c) Balti-. 
more, and our Proprietaries, which are amongft 
his Majefty’s other ‘‘ Dominions” to be ‘* defend- 
ed, protected and fecured” by the act, will not 
pay a jingle farthing for the duties thereby im- 
pofed, except Lord Fairfax wants fome of his 
windows glazed ; Lord Baltimore and our Propri- 
etaries are quite fecure, as they live in England. 

I mention thefe particular cafes, as ftriking in- 
ftances how far the late act is a deviation from | 
that principle of juftice, which has fo conftantly t 
diftinguifhed our own laws on this continent, | 
and ought to be regarded in all laws. _ 

The third confideration with our continental ’ i 
aflemblies in laying taxes, has been the method of 
collecting them, This has been done by a few 

: officers, | 


i 


| 


igs ] 

(c) Maryland and Peaviiplaiien have been en- ’ 
gaged in warmer difputes, in order to obtain an ° 
1 

il 
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equal and juft taxation of their proprietors’ eftates, 
but this late a&t of parliament does more for thofe 
proprietors, than they themfelves would venture to_ 
demand. It totally exempts them from taxation—tho" 


f 
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other people, 


officers, under'the infpection of the refpeftive af- 
femblies, with moderate allowances,. Na more was 
raifed fromthe fubject, thanswas ufed for the intended 
purpofes. But by the late a¢t, a minifter may appoint 
as many officers as he pleafes for collecting the 
taxes; may affign them: what falaries he tainks 
** adequate ;?’ and they are fubject to. no infpettion: 
but hisown. — | 

In fhort,. if the late aStof parliament takes ef- 
| fect, thefe colonies muft dwiadle down into: 
* common corporations,” as their enemies in the: 
_ debates. concerning the repeal. of the Stamp-Aét,, 
| ftrenouily infifted: they were; and it feems not im- 
probable that fome future hiftoriam may thus. re- 
( Gord oprsfall,, .. 2. a 
_“ The eighth yearof this reign was diftinguifh- 


ed by avery memorable event, the American colo- 


by the #riti/b parliament,, An attempt of this: 


was defeated by the vigorous-exertions of the feve~ 
yal provinces, in. defence of their liberties. Their 
, behaviour on that occafion. rendered: their name 
very celebrated for a fhorttime all over Europe ; 
all fiaates being extremely attentive to.a difpute be- 
tween: Greai-Britain, and.fo confiderable a part of 
her dominions. For as fhe was thought to be 
i grown. too powerful, by the fliccefsful conclufion 
Of the late war fhe had been engaged in, it was 
hoped by many, that as. it had happened. before to 
other kingdoms, «civil difcords. would afford op- 
i portunities. of revenging all the injuries fuppofed 

to be received: from her.. However the caufe of 
i diffention was removed, by a repeal of the ftatute 
that had given offence. ‘This affair rendered the 
fubmiffive conduét of the colonies fo foon after, 
extraordinary ; there being. no difference 
TR NTE REE, . 


between 


a? 


nies-then fubmitting, for the f/f time to be taxed’ 


kind had been made‘about, two: years: before, but - 


hetsveen the mode of taxation which they oppofed, ii 
= and that to which oe fubmitted, but this, that |: 
ag oo the firft, they were to be continually reminded | 
Ms that they were taxed, by certain marks flamped \\ 
on every picce of paper or parchment they ufed. 
‘The authors of that ftatute triumphed greatly on 
this conduct of the colonies, and infifted, that if }) 
the people of Great-Britain had perfifted in en- |. 
for cing it, the Americans would have been in a | 
few months, fo fatigued with the efforts of patriot= |: 
im, that they would quickly have yielded obe- |i 
dience. i 
‘« certain itis, that tho” they had’ before their | 
eyes fe many illufirions examples ix their mother |( 
country, of the conftant fuccefs attending firm-| 
nefs and perfeverance, m oppofition to dangerous } 
encroachments an. liberty, yet they quietly gave }i 
up a point of the laf importance. From thence} 
the decline of their freedom began, and its decay }! 
was extremely rapid; for as money was always 
raifed upon them by the parliament, their affem- 
Alies grew immediately ufelefs, and ima fhort time » 
contemptible: And in lefs than one hundreg| 
years, the people funk down into that tamenefs | 
and fupinenefs of fpirit, by which they fill, con- i 
tinue tobe diftinguifhed.” ; ( 

Et majores veflras © pofteres cogitate, | 
"Remember your anceftors and your eee : 

id eae A FARMER, 


A LETTER XI. 


mM Ly oe Gountrymen, 


H AVE feveral times, in the courfe of | 
thefe letters, mentioned the late act of | ‘pare | 
liament, as being the foundation of future mea-_ 
fares injurious to thefe colonies; and the belief of 


55) 
this truth. I with.to prevail, becaufe. I think it né- 
ceflary to our f: afety.. 

_A perpetual Fealoufly, refpecting liberty, is: ab» 
\ folutely requifite in all’ free ftates.. The very: 
‘texture of their conftitution, in: mixed govern- 
) ments, demands it. For the cautions with which 

ower is diftributed among the feveral orders, im- 
} ply, that each has that {hare which is* proper tor 
) the general welfare, and therefore that any far- 
ther acquifition muft be pernicious. (a) Machi- 
avel employs a whole Chapter in his difcourfes, to 
prove that a ftate, to belong lived, muft be fre- 
quently corrected, and reduced‘to its firft princi- 
ples.. But of all ftates that have exifted, there 
-never-was any, in which: this jealoufy could be 
more proper than in thefe colonies. For the go- 
-vernment here is not only mixt, but dependent, 
which circumftance occafions a peculiarity in 
} its form, of a very delicate nature. 

} Two reafons induce me to defire, that this fpi- 


i us, in its utmoft vigilance, The firft is this— 
| ‘ghat as the happinefs of thefe provinces indubita- 
bly’ confifts in their connection with Great- Britain, 
any {eparation between them is lefs likely to be 


| meafure. is, oppofed fingly,.and while it is new : 
Forin this manner of proceeding, every fuch 
-meafure is moft likely to be reétified. On the 
other hand, oppreffions and diffatisfactions being 
permitted to accumulate—if ever the governed 
throw off the load, they will do more. A people 
does not reform with moderation. The rights of 
the fubject therefore cannot be tea often confidered, 
explained, or aflerted: And whoever attempts to 
raat b ; ae SEE ie) do 


| (4) Machiavel’s difcourfes—Book 3, chap. I. 


6 


_rit of apprehenfion may be: always kept up among | 


occafioned’ by civil difcords, if every difgufting 


(96) a | 


do.this, fhews himfelf, whatever may be the rafh 
and peevith reflections of pretended wifdom, and} 
pretended duty, a friend to thofe who injudiciouf- |) 


ly exercife their power, as well as to them, over 
whom. it is fo exercifed. NS ae 
_ Hadalt the points of prerogative claimed by |, 
Charles the firft, been feparately contefted and. |i 
ie fettled in preceding reigns, his fate wouldin all |) 
ayy! probability have beemvery different; and the peo- | 
ple would have been content with that liberty | 
which is compatible with regal authority. But (4) |; 
he thought, it would be as.dangerous for him to: |; 
give upthe powers which at any Time had been } 
by ufurpation exercifed by the crown, as thofe |) 
that, were legally veftedim it. ‘Phis produced an, | 
equal excefs on the part of the people. For when | 
their paflions were excited by multiplied grievan- | 
ces, they thought it would be as dangerous for: ; 
them to allow the powers that were legally vefted: j; 
in the crown, as. thofe which at any time had beem | 
by ufurpation exercifed by it. Acts, that might, 
by themfelves, have been upon many confidera- | 
tions excufed.or extenuated, derived a contagious; 
malignancy and odium from. other atts, with which ; 
they were connected, They were not regarded 
according to. the fimple force of each, but as- parts i 
; of. | 
(6) The author is fenfible, that this is putting ; 
the gentleft conftruction on.Charles’s, condué ; and if 
that is one reafon why he ehoofes it. Allowance | 
ought to be madefor the errors of thofe men, who | 


are acknowledged to ‘haye been poffefled of many ‘ 
virtues. The education of this unhappy prince, © 
and his confidence in men not fo good or wife as — 
himfelf, had probably filled him with miftaken no- : 
tions of his own authority, and of the confequences, 
that would attend conceflions of any kind, toa peo- 
ple, who were reprefented to him, as aiming at too ° 


much power. | Ker 
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thefe Wiolations, centering in few perfons, is to 
them confiderable. For this reafon the governors 


| fively preferve an uniformity of conduct for attain- 
ing them. ‘hey regularly increafe and multiply 


ple are compelled to perceive the heavineis of their 


‘but too late. They find their oppreflors fo 
ftrengthened by fuccefs, and themfelves fo eéntan- 


Jot their rulers, and of ‘tacit recognition on their 
own part, that they are quite confounded: For 
Irnillions entertain no other idea of the /egality of 
power, than that it is founded on the exercife of 
power. They voluntarily faften their chains, by 
adopting a pufillanimous opinion, “that there will 


lor another opinion, no-lefs fatal,—‘‘that the go- 
vérameént has ‘a fight to treat them as: it does.’’ 
heey then feek a wretched rélief for their minds, 
lay perfuading themfelves, that to yield their ode- 
lente, is to difcharge their duty... Lhe deplorable 
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‘hem both.” 


blo \ Cicero’s Orat. for Sextius. 
Such were the fentirnents of this great and excel- 


Nsis country, during his time, enabled him, by 


conduétof the friends-and enemies of liberty, 


‘ 


j having in view their particular purpofes, fuccef- | 


the firft injuries, till at length the inattentive peo- 


| barthens.— They begin to complain. and inquire— 


gled in examples of exprefs authority, onthe part 


be too much danger in attempting a remedy, ’—~ 


lways the beginnings of things, are never rouled to. 
xert themfelves. but by the laf neceflity: So that: 
hrough irrefolustion and delay, when they would be. 
blad to compound at lat for their gue/t, at the ex-- 
ance even of their encour, they commonly loole: 


leat man, whofe vaft abilities, and the calamities of” 


hwournful experience; to rorma juft judgment on the:. 


_ poverty of spirit, that proftrates all the dignity bes 
_ftowed by divine providence on our Nature—of | 


_ forces were fo much augmented, that Rapin fays, 
fenfible of their new flavery, affected to mufter his 


difciplined men.” I think our army, at this tine, 
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éourfe fucceeds, | & a 

From thefe refle@ions I conclude, that every. 
free ftate fhould inceffantly watch, and inftantly | 
take alarm on any addition being made to the | 
power exercifedoverthem, Innumerable inftances 
might be produced to thew, from what flight be- 
gianings the moft extenfive confequences have 


~Howed : Bur I fhall felect two only from the hiftory 
of England. a 

_ Henry the feventh was the fr/# monarch of that 
kingdom, who eftablifhed a Standing body of armed 
men. ‘This was a band of fifty archers, called 
yeomen of the guard: And this inftieution, not-. 


_ withftanding the fmallnefs of the number, was, tol 
_ prevent difcontent, (f) ‘“difguifed under pretence 


ot majefty and grandeur.” In 1684, the ftanding: 


-———‘* The king, in orter to make: his people fully 


troops, which amounted to 4000 well armed ancy | 


confifts of more than /eventy regiments. -~ a 

‘Fhe method of taxing by excife was furft intro= 
duced amidft the convulfions of the civil wars. 
Extreme necefiity was pretended, andi its thort cons © 
tinuance promifed. After the reftoration, an eX 
cife upon deer, ale, and other liquors, was granted — 
to the (g) king, one half in fee, the other for life,@ 
as an equivalent for the court of wards. Upon | 
James the fecond’s acceflion, the parliament (A) 
gave him the firft excife, with an additional duty 


Saws @ 


en 


(fi): Rapin’s Hiftory of England. - 
(g) 12 Car. IL. chap. 23 and 24, 
(4) 1 fames IL, chap. 1 and 4, 


en wine, tobacco, and fome ether things. Since 
the revolution, it has been extended to falt, can- 
dles, leather, hides, hops, foap, paper, pafte-boards, 


_ mill-boards, fcale-boards, vellum, parchment, 


ftarch, filks, callicoes, linens, ftuffs, printed, ftained, 
oc. ware, wrought plate, coffee, tea, chocolate, 
ec. ° 
Thusa/ffanding army and excife, have, from their 
 firft flender origins, tho’ always hated, always 
_ feared, always oppofed, at length {welled up to their 
vaft prefent bulk. , 
_ Thefe facts are fufficient to fupport what I have 
faid. °*Tistrue, thatall the mifchiefs apprehended 
by our anceftors from a /fanding army and exci/e, 
have not yet happened: But it does not follow 
from thence, that they will not happen. ‘The in- 


q 
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fide of a houfe may catch fire, and the moft va- 
luable apartments be ruined, before the flames 
burit out. The queftion in thefe cafes is not, what 


— evil-fas aétually attended particular meafures—but 


what evil, in the nature of things, is likely to amen 


them. Certain circumftances may, for fome time, 


_ delay effects, that were reafonably expetted, and 
that yufi enfue. ‘There was a long period, after 


liberty. 


(4) In the year of the city 428, Duo fAxgularia 

_ hac ei viro primum contigere; prorogatio imperit now 

ante in ullo fada, et adio honore triumphus, Liv. 
Pies cena ps 295720. n 71). 

«* Had the reft of the Roman citizens imitated the 


H example of L. Quintius, who refufed to have his 


-confulfhip continued to him, they had never admit- 
ted that cuftom ef proroguing of magiftrates and then 
the prolongation of their commands in the army 
ae ; : 


had. 


the Rozans had prorogued his command to 9, Pub-__ 
} .dlus Phils, (i) before that example deftroyed their 


out-of the #ealm.’” ~ | 
» © Tels true, that a ftrotig fpint of betty fab titts y 
eae at prefent in Great- -Britain, but what reliance ts to 


diberty. © All our’ kings, from thte revolution, ‘to 
the prefent reign, have been foreigners. ‘Their |i 
minifiers generally ‘contimied but a {hort time in} 
authority ; (4) and they themfelves were mildand | 
virtuous princes.” fh 
A bold, ambitious prince, poffeea of great abi- 
lites, firmly fixed in his throne by defcent, fervéd | 
by minifters like bimfelf, and rendered either’ vene- | 
rable or terrible by the glory of his fucceffes, may 
éxecute what his predeceflors did not dare to at-  } 
tempt. Henry the fourth tottered in his featdu- | 
ting his whole reign. Henry the fifth drew the } 
ftrength of the kingdom into France, to carry on} 
his wars there, and left the commons at home, gro- | 
fejting, “thatthe people were not’ bound: to: ferve: | 


placed ‘in ‘the “temper of a people, when the | 
ce is poflefled of an unconftitutional power, | 
- eur owh: hiftory can: fufficiently inform-us; When: 

Gharles the fecond had. ftrengthened himnfelf by -’ | 
the return of the oarrifon of Tangier, England 
(fays Rapih) file on a fudden an: amazing revolu- 
Bee faw herfelf frripped: of all her richis. ‘and pri- 
vilege’,. exdéptin ng fuch as the king {hould vouch- 
fate to grant her: And what i is more 2 aftenifbing,. 
‘the: 
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had n never - been, introde dete which, very thing was: | 
‘at length the ruin of that common: wealth.”  Machi- | 
avel’s difcourfes, b. 3. chap. 24. | 
—.(&) I dort’t know but it may. be: faid, with a. » good ’ 
deal of reafon, . that a quick rotation of minilters i ree 
very defirable in Great-Britain. A minifter tate: a 
has a valk ftore of, materials . to work with. Lay 4 
adminifirations are rather favourable to the reputa 
tion of a ica abroad, than to their Uber Si 


(97) 
_of a fyitem of oppreffion.—Every one therefore, 
however {mall in itfelf, became alarming, as an 
_ additional evidence of tyrannical defigns. It was 
-in vain for prudent and moderate men to infift; 
_ that there was no neceffity to abolith royalty. No- 
thing leiS than the utter deftrudction of monarchy, 
could fatisfy thofe who 4ad fuffered, and thought 
they had reafon to believe, they always /hould {uf- 
fer under it, = 
_ The confequences of thefe mutual diftrufts are 
well known: But there is no other people men- 
toned in hiftory, that I recolle&, who have been 
fo conftantly watchful of their liberty, and fo fuc- 
cefsful in their ftruggles for it, as the Englifb. . 
This confideration leads me to the {econd reafon, 
why I“ defire that the fpirit of apprehenfion may 
-bealways kept up among us in its utmoft vigilance.” 
. The firft principles of government are to be 
Yooked for in human nature. Some of the beft 
j writers have afferted, and it feems with good rea- 
fon, that “government is founded on (c) opinion.” 
; Cuftom 
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pereft, and opinion of right. By opinion of interef?, I 
chiefly umderftand, the fenfe of the public advan- 
tage whici:.is reaped from government ; together 
with the perittafion, that the particular government 
which is eftablifhed, és equally advantageous with any 
other, that could be eafily fettled.” 

| *© Rigét is of ‘two kinds, right to power, and 
right to property. What prevalence opinion of the 
(firit kind has over mankind, may eafily be under- 
Rood, by obferving the attachment which all na- 
j tions have to their antient government. and even to 
thofe names which have had the fan@ion of antiquity. 
Antiquity always begets the opinion of right.” 
“© itis fafficiently underftood, that the opinion e 
Raa LF right 


é (9% } - 


Cufom undoubtedly has.a mighty force. in: pro-| 
ducing opinion, and:reigns in nothing morearbitra- 
rily than in public affairs. It. gradually reconciles | 
‘us to objects, even of dread and deteftation; and 
I cannot but think thefe. lines of Mr. Pope as ap- 
plicable to vice in politics, as to vice in ethics —= 

«© Vice is a monfter of fo horrid mein, _ 

‘© Asto be hated, needs but to be feens; = |. 

<¢ Yet /een too oft, familiar with her face, Hl 

“<¢ We firft endure, then pity, then embrace.” — 
‘When an att injurious to freedom has been once 
done, and the people bear it, the repetition of it 
is mot likely to meet with /wbiffion. For as the 
mifchief of the one was found to be tolerable, they- 
will hope that of the fecond will prove fo too; and 
they will not regard the infamy of the lait, becaufe 
they are ftained'with that of the frit. : 


~“ Indeed nations, in general, are not apt to think 
until they /ee/, and theretore nations in general 
have loit’ their liberty : For, as violations of the | 
rights of the governed, are. commonly not only (¢) 
fpecious, but fmall at the beginning, they {pread 
over the multitude in fuch a manner, as to,tone’h © 
individuals but flightly, Thus they are difregard- 
ed(e). The power or profit that ariigs from _ 


thefe . 
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right to property, is of the greatelt moment in, all 
matters of government.” ~ Hume's Efays, 


—{d) Omnia mala exemplaex bonis initiis orta funt, : 


Salluft. Bell. Cat... 50,‘ 

(e), © The republic is always attacked with erea- 
ter vigour than it is. defended: or the audacious | 
and profligate, prompted by. their natural enmity to | 
it, are ealily impelled to at, by,theleaft-nod. of their 
leaders: Whereas the honeft, Lknow not why, are 
generally fow and unwilling totic; and negleding - 


| always 
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q 103 
the Engli/h theese iret up thefe very rights 
_ and privileges. to Charles. the fecond, which they, 
had fo pafionately, and, if I may fay it, furioufly. 
‘defended againtt the defigns of Charles the firft.’” 
2 This happened only thirty-fix years after. this laft 
| prince hadbeen beheaded, pee ae 
Some perfons are of opinion, that liberty-is. not, 
violated, but by fuch open a&s of force; but they 
feem to be greatly miftaken, I could mention a. 
‘period. within thefe forty years, when. almoft as. 
great a change of difpofition was produced by the 
| fecret meafures. of a long adminiftration, as~ by: 
| Charles’s violence; Liberty, perhaps, is never ex- 
‘poled to fo much danger as when the people be- 
lieve there is the leat; for it.may be fubverted, | 
and yet they not think fo. a fae 
| _ fublic difguiting a&s are feldom practifed by. | 
| the. ambitious, at the beginning of. their defions, 
Such condud flences. aad dycourages the weak, 
_and the. wicked, who would otherwife haye been. 
their. advocates or accomplices, It.is of great con-, 
| fequence, to allow, thofe. who, upon any account, , 
| are inclined to favour, them, fomething fpecious ta, 
fey in their defence, Their. power may be-fally,, 
eftablithed, tho’ it would not be fafe for them to ' 


Ido wjhateuér they pleafe. Yor. there are. things, 
‘which, at fome times, even faves will not bear, 
Julius Cefar, and Oliver Cromwell, did not. dare 
to aflume the. title of king. The Grand Signior 
dares“not lay, amew tax. heking ol France dares, 
not. bea Protefent. Certain popular points may 
be left untouched, and yet freedom be extinguifhed,. 
Venice. imagine themfelves 


#2¢ tog far from my purpofe, | 

f By the late a&t of parliament, taxes are to be 
Pcvied upon.us, for. « detraying.the charge of the 
Boyer adninifiration 


adminiftration of jufice———the fupport of civil go- 
vernment-——and. the expences of defending his — 
Majefty’s dominions in mertica.” 3) 
If any man doubts what ought to be the conduct 
of thefe colonies on this eccafion, I would afk him 
thefe queftions. | 


Has not the parliament expre/ily avewed their — 
intention of raifing money from us for certain pur-  } 


pofes? Is not this {cheme popular in Great-Britain? 
Will the taxes, impofed by the late a&, anfwer 
thofe purpofes ? Lf it will, muft it not take an im- 
menfe fum from us? If it will not, zs 2¢ to be ex~- 


pecied, that the parliament will not fully execute 

_theirc intention, when it is pleafing at home, and 
“not oppofed here? Mutt not this be done by impo- 
fing new taxes? Will not every addition, thus 
made to our taxes, be an addition to the power 
of the Briti/b legiflature, by increafing the num- 
ber of officers employed inthe collection? Will | 
not every additional tax therefore render it more 


dificult to abrogate any of them ? When a breach — 


of revenue is once eftablifhed, does it not appear 
to many people, invidious and undutiful, to ats 


tempt to abolifh it: Iftaxes, fufficient to accom — 
plifb the intention of the parliament, are impofed © 
by the parliament, what taxes will remain to be - 


impofed by our aflemblies ? If no material taxes 
remain to be impofed by them, what muft become 
of them, andthe peoplethey repreient? = 

(/) « If any perfon confiders thefe things, and 
yet thinks our liberties are in no danger, I wonder 


at that perfon’s fecurity.” F 


One other argument is to be added, which, by 
jtfelf, I hope will be fufficient to convince the moft 
incredulous man on this continent, that the late 
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act of parliament is Only defigned tobe a prece-- 
| 


‘hies may be eftablithed. 


manufacture, is laid on fome commodity, upon 
_ the exportation of which from Creat-Britain, a 


upon us, to be collected here. Probably, the art=- 
ful contrivers of this act formed it in this manner,, 
inorder to-referve to. themfelves, in’ cafe of any 
objections being made to.it, this: {pecious pretence. 
———** that the drawbacks are gifts tothe colonies; , 
gand that the late act only leflens thofe gifts.” But 


the truth is, thatthe drawbacks are intended for- 
‘he encouragement and Promotion of Britip manus. 
atures: and comunerce, and are allowed on eX 

jortaition ‘to any. foreign parts, as.well.as on. éxs- 
lortatiouy-to: thefe - provinces, . Befides, care hag: 
een taken fo flide into the act,. (m) fome articles. 
go which thei’e are no drawbacks. However, the: 
hole duties laid by the latea& on all the articles there-. 
| {pecified, are fo. /mall, that they will not amount. 


prt of them only, If therefore, the Sum to be ob-- 
ined by thelaté a&, lad been the Sole. obje in. 
| Peper ree eee orming 

() Tho’ duties by the \ te a@are laid on fome 
Ficles, on which no drawb. *ks are allowed, yet, 
e duties impofed by thea ar © {mall, in compari- 

nh with the drawbacks that ar allowed, that all: 
duties together will not amourt to fo much as. 
drawbacks, 


dent, whereon the future valialage of thefe ‘coloe. 


bs Every duty thereby laid on: articles. of Britifh 


| Mrawback is-payable.. Thofe drawbacks, in mott- 
of the, articles, are: exatily double to the duties. 
given-by the late a&i. The parliament therefore: 
mightin Aaif a dezen lines, have raifed: much more 
money, .only by Sopping the drawbacks in the hands; 
of the officers at.home, on: exportation to thefe: 
} colonies, than by this folemn impofition: of taxes: 


ae we 


forming it, there would not have been any occa= |i 
fion for the “the commons of Great-Britain to” 
give and gran? to his Majefty, rates and duties for} 
raifing a revenue in his Majefty’s dominions in Ame-— 
rica, for making a more certain and adequate |; 
provifion for defraying the charges of the admi- |! 
niftration of juftice, the fupport of civil govern-. |) 
ment, and the expence of defending the Said do- | 
minions ;”’———Nor would there have been any 
eccafion for an (7) expentive board of commifli-— | 
oners, and alk the other new charges to which we || 
are made liable. 4 See Sen 
Upon the whole, for my part, I regard the late |, 
atasan experiment made of our difpojition. Nt is. 
a bird fent out over the waters, to difcover whe- | 
a ES ea se =). theax}) 

(x) The expence of this board, 1 am informed, / 

ss between four and five thoufand pounds fterling a || 
year. The eftablifkment of officers, for collecing |! 
the revenue in America, amounted before, to fevenn | 
“thoufangfix hundred pounds per annum ; siameu ta: 
the author of theregulation of the colonies. ‘‘the whai¢ | 
remittance from allthe taxes in the colonies, at an‘ 
average of thirty years, has not amounte% to oné} 
shoufand nine hundred poundsa year, 2ad in ithat 
fum feven or eight hundred pounds per annum only, ; 
have been remitted from Nerth America” a 
The {mallnefs of the revenue arifing from the du-,, 
ties in America, demonftrates, that they were in-, 
tended only as regulations of trade: And can an r 
perfon be fo blind to truth, fo dulk of apprehenfion |, 
in a matter of un{peakable’ importance to his country, : 
as to imagine, that the '\ yard of commiflioners lately, 
-eftablithed at fuch ack “ge, is inftituted to afift in, 
collecling one thoufan’ ‘nine hundred pounds a year,) 
or the trifling duties spofed by the late ad ? Surely ; 
every man on this « yntinent muft perceive, that hey} 
are eftablithed for the care of a mew Jfiem of revenuc, 
which it but now begua. Petre ee 1. 
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ther the waves, that lately agitated.-this part of the 
world with fuch violence, are yet fubfided. If — 
this adventurer gets footing here, we hall foon 
“be convinced, thatit isnot a Phenix; for we thall 
quickly fee it followed. by cthers of the fame hind. 
‘We fhall find it rather to be of the (0) breed. de- 
feribed by the poet.—— 

| ee MCInfelix. vates.” | 

__ di direful foreteller of future calamitics,. 


A FARMER. 
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Beloved Countrymen, 


| eeOMe ftates. have loft their liberty by particular 
4 accidents: But this calamity is generally 
owing to the decay of virtue. A people is travel-. 
ling fait to-deftrudtion, when individuals confider 
their interefts as diftin€ from thofe of the public. 
Puch notions are fatal to their country and to 
themfelves, yet how many are there fo weak and. 
fordid as to think, they perform ail. the offices of 
life, if they earneftly endeavour to inereafe their 
pwn wealth, power, and credit, without the leaft 
yregard for the fociety under the proteétion of 
which they live; who if they can make an 
pnmediate profit tothem/felves, by lending their af- 
iftance to thofe, whofe projects plainly tend to 
he injury of their country, rejoice in their dexte- _ 
ity, and believe themfelves entitled to the charac- 
acr of able politicians. Miferable men! of whom it 
fs hard to fay, whether they ought to be moft the | 
pbjects of fity or contempt; but whofe Opinions 
re certainly as deteftable, as their practices are 
eftructive, ao Tho’ 
am So ee a res 
'* Dia ealeno,” &c. Virgil, ZEneid 3. 
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- the integrity ‘ahd underftanding of my country- 


(ret) 


ng “Tho’T always. reflec: With. a high pleafirre on | 


men, which joined with a pure and humble: devo- 
tion to.the gracious author of every blefling they 
enjoy, will Phope, enfure tothem and their pof-) 
terity all temporal and eternal happineds, yet when) 
I confider that inevery age-and ‘country there have 
been bad men, my heart at this threatening period, 
is fo full of apprehenfion, as. motto permit me to) 
believe, but that there may be fome on this conti- 
nent, againft whom you ought tobeon your guard. | 
Men who either. (p). hold. or. expect. to hold) 

x certain . 

(p ) Itis not intended, by thefe words, . to throw 
any refle@ion ‘upon gentlemen, becaufe of their offi- 
ces «For many of them are certainly. men of virtue) 
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and lovers of their country,. But fuppofed. obliga-_ 


tions of gratitude and honour: may: induce them to: 
be filent. Whether thefe obligations ought to be re-- 
garded ornot, is not fo much to: be. confidered by: 
others, in the judgment they form: of thefe gentle-. 
men, as-whether they think: they ought to be re-. 
garded. Perhaps therefore. we fhall ag in the pro-- 
pereft manner towards them, if we. neither reproach 
nor imitate them. The perfons meant. in this let-- 
ter, are the bafe /pirited wretches, who» may endea-- 
your to diffinguifh themfelves, by their fordid zeal in, 
defending and promoting meafures, which they know: 
beyond all quettion to be deffrudtive tothe suff rights : 
and irue interefis of their country. It is fcarcely: 
pollible to. fpeak. of thefe men, with any degree of - 
patience——It is fearcely: poflible to fpeak of them 
with any degree of propriéty—For no words can tru- 
ly defcribe their guilt and: meanne/s—But, every 
honeft bofom, on their being. mentioned, will feel. 
what cannot be expre/. . ete ‘ 
If their wickednefs did not blind them, they might. 
perceive 
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Certain advantages, by fetting examples of fervi- 
lity to their countrymen,—Men, who trained to 
the employment, or felf taught by a natural ver- 
fatility of genius, ferve as decoys for drawing the e 
innocent and unwary into fnares, It is not to be 4 
doubted butthat fuch men will diligently beftir 


themifelves, on this and every like occafion, to wi 


fpread 
oC ree iP 
perceive along the coaftof thefe colonies many fkele- | 3 if 
-ons of wretched ambition, who after dj Vinguifbing oe 
themfelves in the fupport of the famp-ad, by a 

rouragious contempt of their country and of juttice, 
aave been left to linger out their miferable exiftence, 
without a government, collectorfhip, fecretaryfhip, 


fr any other commifiions, to confole them as well as 


Fpould, for lofs of vir 


humberlefs offices have b 


O ees 


, to be thus beftowed, Asa few 

reat prifes are put into a lottery to fen # multitudes 
Pp Pp eu ; 

> lofe, fo here and there an American has been raifed 

(oe : ; me 

|“ Apparent rari nantes ingurgite vafto,” ; 


» In order to recommend the ni 
amp-act; had the unequalled 


to their country- 
How muft thar 


to ufethe leaft art in 
ation of any meafures, 
Some 
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they can. Onthe plans they have adopted, this 
istheircourfe. This is the method to recommend 
themfelves to their patrons. They act confiftently, | 
ina badcaufe, They run well, inamean race. |} 

From them we fhall learn, how p/ea/ant and } 
profitable athing itis, to be for our fubmifive be- 
haviour well fpoken of at St. James's or St. Ste- 
phens’s, at Guildhall ov the Royal Exchange. Spe-| 
4 cious fallacies will then be dreft up with all the} 
Bs arts of delufion, to perfuade one colony ¢o diflin-) 
guifb herfelf from another, by unbecoming conde- | 
{centions, which will ferve the ambitious purpoes | 
of great men at home, and therefore will ‘be 
thoueht by them ¢o entitle their affflance im ob- 
taining them to. confiderable rewards. | | 

Our fears will be excited; our ‘hopes will ‘be 
eh awakened. ; 
4 It will be infinuated to us with a plaufible af- 
rt r feétation of wisdom and concern, how prudent it 
a! : we is to pleafe the powerful/——how dangerous to pro- 

i 
‘y 


foread the infection of their meannefs as far as’) 


a —  —— oa 


= 


woke them——and then comes in the perpetual: 
| 4 - incantation that freezes up every generous pur-) 
Fes ; ; pote 
re eee ery : = ma — t 
Some of our countrymen may be employed to fix, 
ehains upon us, ‘but they never will be permitted to, 
hold them afterwards. So that the utmoft, that any, 
if of them can expect, is only a temporary provifion,, 
oy that may expire in their own time, but which they 
| may be affured, will preclude their children, from, 
having any confideration paid to them. Natives of 
America will fink ‘into total negled and contempt, 
the moment that their country lofes the conftitutional 
powers fhe now poffefles. Moft fincerely do I with 


| 
and pray, that every one of us may be convinced, 
of this great truth, that—indufiry and integriiy are 


the paths of pleafantnels,” which lead to Pee 


Ed 


vie 
\ 


Al 
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pofe of the foul in cold inadtive expectation—=+ 
“* that if there is any requeft to be made, com- 
pliance will obtain a favourable attention.” 
Our vigilance and our wnion are fuccefs and 
fafety. Our negligence and our divifion are diftrefs 
| and deat’, ‘They are worfe—They are /hame and /la- 
| very. Let us equally fhun the benumbing {tillne/s 
| of over weening floth, and the feverith activity of 
that 1l-informed zeal, which bufies itfelf in main- 
taining ttle, mean and narrow opinions. Let us 
witha truly wile generofizy and charity banith and 
| difcourage all ilideral diftinétions; which may a- 
rife from differences in fituation, forms of go- 
| vernment, or modesof religion. Let us confider 
ourfelves as men—freemen—chriftian freemen— 
Separated from the refi of the world, and firmly bound * 
together by the fame rights, interefis, and dangers. 
Let thefe keep our attention inflexibly fixed on 
the preat oiects, which we mult continually re- 
gard, in order to preferve thofé rights, to promote 
thofe interefis, and to avert thofe dangers, 
Let thefe truths be indelibly, impreffed on our 
sminds—-That we cannot be happy without being 
Sree that we cannot be free, without leing fe- 
eure invour proferty that we cannot be fecure 
in ourproperty, if without our confent, others may, - 
as by right, take if away that taxes tinpofed 
upon us by parliament do thus take it away 
that duties laid for the fole purpofe of raifing money, 
| are taxes———-that attempts to lay fuch duties /howld 
| be infiantly and firmly apposed that this cppofi- 
| tion can never be effectual, unlefs it is the united 
effort of thefe-provinces——that therefore benevd- 
lence of temper towards each other, and unanimity 
of councils, are effential to the welfare of the 
whole and lafily, that for this reafon, every 
man amongitus, whoin any manner would en- 
coutage 


| 
: 
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courage either diffention, difidence, or indifference, 
between thefe colonies, is an enemy to him/elf and~ 
to his country. , 3 

Whe belief of thefe truths, I verily think, my 
countrymen, is indifpenfably neceflary to your 
happinefs, Ibefeech you, therefore, (a) ‘teach 
them diligently unto your children, and talk of 
them when you fit in your houfes, and when you 
walk by the way, and when you lie down, and 
when you rife up.” 

'Vhat have thefe colonies to afk, while they con- } 
tinue free? Or what have they to dread, but in- 
fidious attempts to fubvert their freedom: Their | 
profperity does not depend on minifferial favours to 
particular provinces. They form one political — 
body, of which each colony is a member. Their 
bappine/s is founded on their conftitution; and is 
to be promoted, ‘by preferving that conftitution in 
unabated vigour, throughout every part. A fpot, — 

~a fpeck of decay, however fmall the limb on | 
which it appears, and however remote it may feem | 

\ from the vitals fhould be alarming. We have ai} | 
“the rights requifite for our profperity, The legal | 
authority of Great-Britain may indeed lay hard 

reftrictions upon us; but like the {pear of Tele~| 

phus, it will cure as well as wound. Her unkind- — 
nefs will inftru€& andcompel us, after fome time, 

to difcover in our indufiry and frugality, furprifing — 

remedies,—if aur rights contiuue unvielated. As 

long as the produéts of our labour, and the rewards | 

of our care, can properly be called our own, fo f 
long it will be worth our while to be induffrious | 

and frugal. But if when we plow—fow—reap— © 

gather and threfh, we find, that we plow,—fow 

—reap—gather—and—threfh for others, whofe | 

aie pleafure — 
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(a) Deuteroa. vi. 7. 
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pleafure isto be the file limitation how much they 
— fhall take, and how much they fthall leave, why 
_ fhould we repeat the unprofitable toil? horfes and 
oxen, are Content with that portion of the fruits of 
their work, which their owners affign them, in or- 
der to keep them ftrong enough to raife fuccef- 
| five crops, but even thefe beafts will not fubmit to. 
| draw for their mafters until they are /ubdued with 
| whips and goads. Let us take care of our rights, 
and we therein take care of our property. (b) 
Slavery is ever preceded by Sleep.” Individuals 
may be dependent on minifters if they pleafe, 
‘States fhould foorn it—and if Jou are not wanting 
to yourfelves, you will have a proper regard paid 
you by thofe, to whom if you are not refpeciable, 
jyou will be contemptible. .But—if we have al- 
ready forgot the reafons that urged us with unex- 
jampled unanimity to exert ourfelves two years ago 
}—if, cur zeal for the public good is worn out bes. 
fore the bomefpun cloths, which it caufed us to 
thave made—if our refolutions are {o faint, as by 
| own late fue- 
qce/sful example—if weare not affected by a reves 
rence for the memory of our anceftors, who tranf- 
pitted to us that freedom in which they had been 
fbleR—if we are not animated by any regard for 
Jpofterity, to whom by the moft facred obligations. 
ve are bound to deliver down the invaluable 
ge eee Then indeed, any miniffer-——— 
pr any Zool of a minifter—or any creature of a 
gol of a minifter—or any dawer (2) inffrument of 
| : adniniftration, 
re ie ape ae 
(4) Mante/quieu’s Spirit of Laws—Bo, K4. chy 13. 
(4a) Inftrumenta vegni” Tacitus. Ann. Bow 
| Bk GAd: 7 

Uf any perfon foall imagine that he oie sa 
| thefe 


~ 


(ary) 


adminiftration, if lower there be, is 2 perfonage 


whom it may be dangerous to offend, : 


— [ thall be extremely forry if any man: miftakes: 
my meaning in any thing I have faid. Officers 
employed by the crown are, while according to” 
law they conduét themfelves, entitled to-legal 
obedience and fincere-refpe&, Thefe itis-a duty 
: to. 
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thefe letters, the leaf? difaffe@ion towards our moft 
excellent Sovereign, and the Parliament of Great- 


Britain, or diflike of the dependence of thefe colonies 
on that kingdom, I beg that fuch perfons will not form 
any judgment on particular expreflions, but will con- 
fider the tenor of all the letters taken together. Jn 


that cafe I flatter myfelf, that every unprejudiced rea* 
der will be convinced, that the true interefis of Great- 
Britain areas dear to me, as they ought to be to every 
good fubject. 

If lam an enthufiafi in any thing, it~is in my 
zeal for the perpetual dependence’ of thele colonies 
on their mother country——A_ dependence foundec 


on mutual benefits; which can be continued only by ' 
mutual affections, Therefore it is, that with ex» 


treme apprehenfion I view the fmalleft feeds of dif- 


i 
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} 


ur 
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) 
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content, which are unwartly fcattered-abroad. Fifty’ 
or fixty years will-make aftonifhing alterations 1m 
thefe colonies; and this confideration fhould render: 


it the bufinefs of Great-Britain raore and more to 


cultivate our good difpofitions towards her: But the: 
misfortune is, that thofe great men, who are wrelt- 
ling for power at home, think themfelves very flight=: 


ly interefted in the profperity of their country ff 


or /ixty years hence, but are deeply concerned im 
blowing up’a popular clamour for fuppoied ‘immed 
_ ate advantages. 4 


For my part, T'regard Great-Britainasa bulewar 


happily fixed between thefe colontes and the-powerfal, 
nations of Esrope, That kingdom is cur advanced: 


| 


:, 


} 


i 
| 
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torender them; and thefe no good or -prudent 
perfon will withhold. But when thofe officers 


‘through rathne{s, or defign, defire to enlarge 


their 


Siemens 


en 


| poft or fortification, which remaining fafe, we under 
its protection enjoying peace, diffule the bleflings of 
religion, feience and liberty thro’ remote wildernef. 
fos, Be ig therefore inconteftibly our duty and our 


ligteref?, to fupport the ftrength of Great-Britain. 
|When confiding in that firength, fhe begins to for- 
get from whence it arote, it will be an eafy thing to 
thew the fource. She may readily be reminded of the 
oud alarm ipread among her merchants and tradef- 
nen, by the univerfal aflociation of thefe colonies, 
at the time of the flamp-a@, not to import any of 
her manufaGures. In the year1718, the Rufians 
Bnd Swedes.entered into an agreement not to fuffer 
Great-Pritain to export any naval ‘flores from their 
dominions but in Rufian-or Savedifh Ships, and at. 


heir own prices. Great-Britain was diflreft, Pirch 


and tar rofe to three pounds a barrel, At length 


I. 


hey thought of getting thefe article from the colo- 
Lies ; and the attempt fucceeding, they fell down to 
ifteen foillings. In 1956,.Gregt-Britain was threat- 


ged with aninvafion, an eafierly wind blowing for 


ix weeks, fhe could not man her fleet, and the whole 
fation was thrown into the utmoft condternation, 
the wind changed. .The American ‘fhips arrived, 
he fleet failed in ten or fifteen days. ‘There are 


peme other reflections on this fubject, worthy of the 
oft deliberate attention of the Britifh parliament; 


ut they are af fuch a nature, that J do not choofe 


@> mention them publickly, [ thought that I dif- 


harged my duty to my country, by taking the lis 
erty, im the year 1765, while the {tamp-aét was in 
ifpence, of. writing my fentimentstoa man of the 
reateft influence at home, who, afterwards diftin- 
nifhed himéelf, by efpoufing our caule, in the de 
ites concerning the repeal of that ad, | : 


er 


ieee ee 


theit authority beyond its due limits, and expect © 
improper conceffions to be made to them, from. 
regard for the employments they bear, their at- 
tempts fhould be confidered as equal injuries to the © 
crown and people, and fhould be courageoutly 
and conftantly oppofed. To fuffer-our ideas to | 
be confounded by names on fuch oceafions, would | 
ie be an inexcufable weakne/s, and probably an irre- 
mediable errer. oa 
We have reafon to believe, that feveral of his 
Majefty’s prefent minifters are good men, and | 
friends to our country ; and it feems not unlikely, | 
that by a particular concurrence of events, We | 
have been treated a little more feverely than they | 
withed we fhould be. They might not think it 
prudent to ftem a torrent. ‘But what is the dif. | 
ference tous, whether arbitrary atts take their rife 
from minifters, or are permitted by them? Ought , 
any point to be allowed to (4) a good minifter, , 
that fhould be denied to abad one? The mortality 
_ of minifters is a very frail mortality, A | 
may fucceed a Shelburne—A may fucceed a. 
Gonway. eke : 
We find anew kind of minifter lately fpoken, 
of athome—The minifter of the houfe of commons.” 
The term feems tohave peculiar propriety when) 
} referredto thefe colonies, with c different 2 
annexed toit,from that in which it is taken there.) 
By the word ‘ minifter” we may underftand not, 
only a /fervant of the crown, buta man of influence 
among the commons, who regard themielves as 
having a fhare inthe /overeignty over us. The 
ena | “hs minifter, 
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---.(b) Ubi imperium ad ignaros aut minus bonus 
pervenit novum illud exemplum, abdignis & idoueis 

ad indignos & non idoneos transfertur. be | 

: Sal, Bell. Cat. 4. 5¢ 
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himfelf will look d 
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: sd ftrengthened 


fufe. Your hone 
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oteciors of helple/s 
nds upon: your 


your pofterity, y 
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eintly. By these 


eg the colonies be fo ftr 


<ine’s minifter. *v 
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*minifter of the houfe” may in a point refpecta 
ong, that the minifler of 
he crown in the houfe, if he is a diftinét perfon, 
may not choofe even where his fentiments sre fa. 
come to a pitch’d battle upon - 
Pur account, For though I have the higheft 


ference of the houfe for the 
ethe may be -fo good natured, 


he teft except it be for the mere - 

ind immediate profit of his matter or himfelf, 

_ But whatever kind of minift : 

rp to innovate a fingle jota 
efe colonies, him T he pe you’ will: wadauntedly 


i 


epofe; and that you will never fuffer yourfelves to 


le either cheated or frightned into‘any unworthy ob- 
quioufneys, On fuch emergencies you may furely, 
juthout prefumption, dbeleve 


Own upon your righteous con- 
approbation: . You will be a 


Band of brothers,” cemented”by the deareft ties, 


with inconceivable tupplies of 


ince and conftancy, by that fympathetic ardour, 
ich animates good men; confederated ina good » 


ur and welfare are moft inti- 
and befides-you are affoned by 


B07ne providence, in the appointed order o things, 


unborn ages, whole fate de- 
virtue.” Whether they fhall 


Bfe the noble and indifputable heirs of the richeft - 
K‘rimonies, or the daftardly and hereditary drudg- 
§ of imperious tatk-mafters, you muft determine, 
Yo difcharge this double duty to yourfelves and - 


ou have nothing to-do, but to 


forth into ufe the good fenfe and /pirit of which 


ou have nothing to do, but to 


i\du& your affairs peaceably—prudently—firmly | 


means you will fupport the 
" é 


thesis; that. are - 
tm thé privileges of 


» that almighty God 
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-  charaéter of free-men, without lofing that of, faiths 
ful fubjects—a good character in any government; 
one o: the beft under a Britifo government. Y 0 4 
will prove that Americans, have that true megnanimi: 
ty of foul, that can refent injuries, without falling 
into rage; and that tho’ your devotion to Great- 
Britain is the mot affectionate, yet you can make 
proper diftinGions, and know what you owe : 
your felves, as well as tox r, You will at the fame 
time that you advance your interes, advance 
your reputation—7—¥ ov will convince the work 


of the juftice of y ur demands, and the purity ¢ 


ately love it, fatemperately €n} fely 
bravely, and virtuou/ly affert, maintain and defer 
it. he aoe 


““ Certe ego libertatem, que mihi a parent 
mco tradita eft, experiar: Verum id fruftra ai 
_@b rem faciam inveitra manu fitum eft. Quirites 

- For my part, Iam refolved firenuowfly ta CG? 
ns tend for the liberty dclivered down to met 

Li my anceftors ; but whether I fhall do it ¢ 

fectually or not, depends on you my cour 
irymen. : coe 

« How little foever one is able to write, wht 

the liberties of one’s country are threateng 

it is fill more difficult to be filet, + i 

Is there not the probability, thatif the unve 
fal fenfe of thefe colonies, is. immediately expr 
by refolves of the aflemblies in fupport of the 

Bae rights, by infiructions to their agents on the fubje 
a and by petitions to the Crown and Parliament : 


ee redreis, thefe meafures will have the fame fuce 
Oe ae now, that they had in the time of the Stamp-# 
ae Tah a De dl! Pee ae 
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